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CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT AND RELEASE 

This Class Action Settlement Agreement and Release (“Agreement” or “Settlement 

Agreement”) is entered into between Plaintiffs  Charles Rogers, Brian Beckner, Chad Maccanelli, 

Werner Rogmans, Garner Rickman, Darshan Patel, Alexander VanDamme, Irving Cohen, Angela 

Hughes, Charles Chapman, Miguel Fragoso, Tom Hoffman, Salomon Campos, Dean Werner, 

Alfredo Arias, Kyle Kern, Erica Olson, and Eric Stenglein (collectively, the “Settlement Class 

Representatives”) on behalf of themselves and as representatives of the Class, and Defendants 

BMW of North America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft (the “BMW 

Defendants” and collectively with the Settlement Class Representatives, the “Parties”) in order to 

effect a full and final settlement and dismissal with prejudice of all claims against the BMW 

Defendants alleged in the Action (as identified herein), on the terms set forth below and to the full 

extent reflected herein.  Defined terms shall have the meaning ascribed to them above and below. 

I. RECITALS AND BACKGROUND 

A. On March 27, 2018, certain of the Settlement Class Representatives filed a 

complaint against the BMW Defendants and Robert Bosch LLC and Robert Bosch GmbH 

(together, the “Bosch Defendants”) in the United States District Court for the District of New 

Jersey.  Compl. (Dkt. 1), Rickman, et al. v. BMW of North America, LLC et al., Case No. 2:18-cv-

04363 (D.N.J.) (the “Rickman action”).  The complaint asserted claims for violations of the federal 

Racketeer Influenced and Corrupt Organizations Act (“RICO”), 18 U.S.C. § 1962(C), (D), along 

with various state law fraudulent concealment claims and claims for violations of various state-

law consumer protection laws, and generally alleged that the BMW Defendants defrauded 

consumers by developing, advertising and selling model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 

2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicles that were equipped with so-called “defeat devices” that turned 

off or down emissions controls when the vehicles were in normal operation and not in a regulatory 
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testing environment.  The complaint was amended on April 19, 2018 to add certain plaintiffs and 

additional state-law claims.  (Dkt. 6).   

B. On May 8, 2018, a separate complaint was filed against the BMW Defendants and 

the Bosch Defendants by a group of plaintiffs (including certain of the Settlement Class 

Representatives) also in the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey.  Compl. 

(Dkt. 1), Evans, et al. v. BMW of North America, LLC, et al., Case No. 2:18-cv-08935 (D.N.J.) 

(the “Evans action”).   

C. On August 3, 2018, Plaintiffs’ counsel consolidated the claims asserted in the 

Rickman action and the Evans action through the filing of a Consolidated Class Action Complaint 

(the “CCAC”) in the Rickman action (Dkt. 26), and voluntarily dismissed the Evans action. 

D. On August 17, 2018, BMW NA filed a motion to dismiss the CCAC.  (Dkt. 29).1   

E. On June 27, 2019, the Court entered an Order granting BMW NA’s motion to 

dismiss the CCAC, dismissing Plaintiffs’ claims without prejudice (Dkt. 60). 

F. On September 20, 2019, Plaintiffs filed the First Amended Consolidated Class 

Action Complaint (the “FAC”), on behalf of forty-three (43) Plaintiffs asserting RICO claims for 

violations of 18 U.S.C. § 1962(C), (D), along with violations of various state-law consumer 

protection laws.  (Dkt. 65).2   

G. On November 6, 2019, BMW NA filed a motion to dismiss the FAC.  (Dkt. 68).3   

 
1 At the time the motion was filed, BMW AG had not been served with the CCAC, and thus did 
not join in BMW NA’s motion to dismiss.     
2 The FAC’s case caption is Hu, et al. v. BMW of North America LLC, et al., No 18-cv-4363-EP-
JBC (D.N.J.).  The case caption for the Action was never changed to Hu, however, and has 
remained Rickman, et al. v. BMW of North America, LLC, et al., No 18-cv-4363-EP-JBC 
(D.N.J.) on the case docket. 
3 At the time the motion was filed, BMW AG had not been served with the FAC, and thus did 
not join in BMW NA’s motion to dismiss. 
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H. On June 25, 2020, the Court entered an Order granting in part and denying in part 

BMW NA’s motion to dismiss the FAC, in which it dismissed with prejudice Plaintiffs’ RICO 

claims (Dkt. 80).  Plaintiffs filed a motion for reconsideration of dismissal of the RICO claims, 

and on February 2, 2021, the Court denied that motion.  (Dkt. 102).  Plaintiffs subsequently filed 

a motion seeking certification of an order for interlocutory appeal under 28 U.S.C. § 1292(b) or, 

in the alternative, entry of partial final judgment under Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 54(b).  

(Dkt. 106).  On March 24, 2021, the Court denied Plaintiffs’ motion.  (Dkt. 114). 

I. On October 14, 2020, BMW AG was served with the FAC.  (See Dkt. 93).  On 

December 16, 2020, BMW AG filed a motion to dismiss the FAC for lack of personal jurisdiction, 

(Dkt. 99), and on May 11, 2021, the Court denied that motion.  (Dkt. 129).     

J. Following the Court’s rulings on BMW NA’s motion to dismiss and BMW AG’s 

motion to dismiss for lack of personal jurisdiction, the BMW Defendants filed answers to the FAC.  

The Parties subsequently engaged in extensive fact discovery for two years, including production 

by the BMW Defendants of more than 1.3 million pages of documents; production by Plaintiffs of 

approximately 28,000 pages of documents; responses to several sets of document requests, 

interrogatories and requests to admit; third party document subpoenas and government record 

requests; depositions of BMW Defendant fact witnesses and corporate representatives under Rule 

30(b)(6); depositions of Plaintiffs; and inspections of Plaintiffs’ vehicles. 

K. Beginning on June 22, 2023, the Parties began exploring a potential resolution to 

this Action.  The parties continued to engage in active settlement discussions and agreed to pause 

further discovery to further these discussions.  On August 21, 2023, the Parties agreed to engage 

in formal mediation.    
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L. On September 15, 2023, the Parties participated in an in-person mediation before 

the Honorable Wayne Andersen (Ret.), who assisted the Parties in arms-length negotiations 

concerning a proposed classwide settlement.  The Parties reached agreement on a settlement in 

principal at the mediation and later signed a term sheet on September 29, 2023. 

M. The Settlement was reached as a result of extensive, arms-length negotiations 

between the Parties and their counsel, with the assistance of Judge Andersen.  Before and during 

the mediation, the Parties had an arms-length exchange of sufficient information and data, most 

notably through the extensive discovery outlined above, to permit Plaintiffs and their counsel to 

evaluate the claims and potential defenses and to meaningfully conduct informed settlement 

discussions, and for the BMW Defendants to do the same.  

N. Class Counsel (as defined below) have analyzed and evaluated the factual and legal 

issues presented in the Action, the merits of the claims made against the BMW Defendants and 

the impact of this Agreement on the Settlement Class Representatives and the Settlement Class.  

Based upon their analysis and evaluation of several factors, including Class Counsel’s significant 

experience in successfully litigating and resolving analogous actions across the country, 

Settlement Class Representatives and Class Counsel recognize the substantial risks of continued 

litigation, including the possibility that the Action, if not settled now, might not result in any 

recovery whatsoever, or might result in a recovery that is less favorable and that would not occur 

for several years.  

O. Class Counsel and the Settlement Class Representatives, after taking into account 

the foregoing, along with the risks and costs of further litigation, are satisfied that the terms and 

conditions of this Agreement are fair, reasonable, and adequate, and that a settlement of the Action 
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and the prompt provision of effective relief to the Settlement Class are in the best interests of the 

Settlement Class Members. 

P. The BMW Defendants have denied, and continue to deny, each and every allegation 

of liability, wrongdoing, and damages.  The BMW Defendants further deny that the Action may 

be properly maintained as a class action except for settlement purposes.  Nonetheless, without 

admitting or conceding any liability or damages whatsoever, without admitting any wrongdoing, 

and without conceding the appropriateness of class treatment for claims asserted in any current or 

future complaint (except for settlement purposes in the Action), the BMW Defendants have agreed 

to settle the Action on the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement to avoid the substantial 

expense, inconvenience, burden and disruption of continued litigation. 

Q. The Parties agree and understand that neither this Agreement nor the Settlement it 

represents shall be construed as an admission by the BMW Defendants of any wrongdoing 

whatsoever, including, without limitation, any admission of any violation of any statute, regulation 

or law or any admission of liability based on any of the claims or allegations asserted or that could 

have been asserted in the Action. 

R. The Parties agree and understand that neither this Agreement nor the Settlement it 

represents shall be construed or admissible as an admission or acknowledgment by the BMW 

Defendants in the Action or any other proceedings that the Settlement Class Representatives’ 

claims or any other similar claims are or would be suitable for class treatment if the Action 

proceeded through both litigation and trial. 

S. The Parties desire to compromise and settle all issues and claims that have been 

brought or could have been brought against the Released BMW Parties in the Action. 
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NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the mutual covenants and agreements herein, 

and subject to the final approval of the Court, the Action and the Released Claims shall be fully 

and finally compromised, settled, and released, and the Action shall be dismissed with prejudice, 

upon and subject to the terms and conditions set forth in this Agreement. 

II. DEFINITIONS 

The defined terms set forth in this Agreement have the meanings ascribed to them when 

capitalized and as set forth below.  

A. Action means Rickman, et al. v. BMW of North America, LLC et al., No 18-cv-

4363-EP-JBC (D.N.J.). 

B. Agreement or Settlement Agreement means this Class Action Settlement 

Agreement and Release, including all exhibits hereto. 

C. Attorneys’ Fees and Costs means the total award of attorneys’ fees, costs, and 

expenses sought by Class Counsel and allowed by the Court. 

D. CAFA Notices means the notice of this Settlement to be served by the Settlement 

Administrator upon state and federal regulatory authorities as required by the Class Action 

Fairness Act of 2005, 28 U.S.C. § 1715. 

E. Cash Award means the payment(s) to Settlement Class Members pursuant to 

Section V(C). 

F. Claim means the claim of any Settlement Class Member or his, her, or its 

representative submitted on a Claim Form as provided in this Settlement Agreement. 

G. Claimant means a Settlement Class Member who has completed and submitted a 

Claim Form and all required documentation, as set forth in more detail in Exhibit B. 

H. Claim Form means the paper or online form used to submit a Claim under this 

Settlement Agreement, attached as Exhibit C. 
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I. Claim Submission Deadline means ninety days (90) days after the Fairness 

Hearing as scheduled in the Preliminary Approval Order, which date shall be specified in the Class 

Notice. 

J. Claims Period means the time period during which Settlement Class Members 

may submit a Claim.  The Claims Period begins on the Notice Date and shall end on the Claim 

Submission Deadline. 

K. Claims Program means the program through which Settlement Class Members 

may file Claims and, if eligible, obtain benefits under this Settlement Agreement, as described in 

Section IV.  

L. Class Counsel means collectively the firms of Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro, 

LLP; Carella Byrne Cecchi Brody Agnello, P.C.; and Seeger Weiss LLP. 

M. Class Notice means the Court-approved form of notice in substantially the same 

form as Exhibits B and D, which will notify the Settlement Class of preliminary approval of the 

Settlement and the scheduling of the Final Approval Hearing, among other things. 

N. Class Notice Program means the program for distributing information about the 

Settlement to the Settlement Class following the terms set forth in Section VIII and as described 

further in Exhibit E. 

O. Class Vehicle means a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 

BMW 335d vehicle. 

P. Court means the United States District Court, District of New Jersey.   

Q. Cy Pres Contribution Amount means the amounts remaining in the Net 

Settlement Fund following payment of all amounts due to be distributed under this Agreement.  
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Without limiting the foregoing, the Cy Pres Contribution Amount shall include all uncashed Cash 

Awards made by check. 

R. Day or Days has the meaning ascribed to it in Fed. R. Civ. P. 6, and all time periods 

specified in this Settlement Agreement shall be computed in a manner consistent with Fed. R. Civ. 

P. 6. 

S. Deposit Amount means the sum of ______________ ($____________), which 

amount the BMW Defendants shall pay or cause to be paid into the Escrow Account within seven 

(7) days after the Preliminary Approval Date to pre-pay certain of the Settlement Administrator’s 

fees and costs.  Payment of the Deposit Amount shall constitute a credit in like amount against the 

Settlement Amount. 

T. Effective Date means the date defined in Section XVII. 

U. Escrow Account means the separate, interest-bearing escrow account to be 

established by the Settlement Administrator under the terms agreed upon with Class Counsel and 

the BMW Defendants’ Counsel.  The costs of administering and maintaining the Escrow Account 

shall be paid from the Settlement Amount, and any and all interest generated by the Escrow 

Account shall be added to the Settlement Amount. 

V. Fairness Hearing means the hearing conducted by the Court to determine whether 

to approve this Settlement and to determine the fairness, adequacy and reasonableness of this 

Settlement. 

W. Final when referring to a judgment or order, means: (a) the judgment is a final, 

appealable judgment; and (b) either (i) no appeal has been taken from the judgment as of the date 

on which all times to appeal therefrom have expired or (ii) an appeal or other review proceeding 

of the judgment having been commenced, such appeal or other review is finally concluded and no 
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longer is subject to review by any court, whether by appeal, petitions for rehearing or re-argument, 

petitions for rehearing en banc, petitions for writ of certiorari, or otherwise, and such appeal or 

other review has been finally resolved in a manner that affirms the Final Order and Judgment in 

all material respects. 

X. Final Order and Judgment means the Order entered by the Court granting the 

Motion for Final Approval of the Settlement and entering final judgment. 

Y. Long Form Notice means the Long Form Notice substantially in the form attached 

hereto as Exhibit D.  

Z. Net Settlement Fund or Net Settlement Amount means the Settlement Amount 

minus any Court-approved Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, Service Awards, Notice and Administrative 

Costs, Taxes and Tax Expenses. 

AA. Notice and Administrative Costs means the reasonable and authorized costs and 

expenses of providing notice in accordance with this Agreement and the Preliminary Approval 

Order and any other orders of the Court, including the costs of identifying members of the 

Settlement Class, obtaining and updating mailing and/or email addresses for members of the 

Settlement Class and providing the Class Notice and CAFA Notices; and all reasonable and 

authorized costs and expenses incurred by the Settlement Administrator in administering the 

Settlement, including but not limited to costs and expenses associated with assisting Settlement 

Class Members, processing claims, escrowing funds, issuing and mailing awards, paying Taxes 

and Tax Expenses and other reasonable and authorized fees and expenses of the Settlement 

Administrator. 

BB. Notice Date means the first day on which the Settlement Administrator 

disseminates the Short Form Notice. 
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CC. Opt-Out means a member of the Settlement Class who properly and timely submits 

a request for exclusion from the Settlement as set forth in Section IX. 

DD. Opt-Out List means the list compiled by the Settlement Administrator pursuant to 

Section IX(E), identifying those members of the Settlement Class who have submitted complete 

and proper requests to opt-out.  

EE. Opt-Out and Objection Date means the date by which a request for exclusion 

must be sent to the Settlement Administrator in order for a Settlement Class Member to be 

excluded from the Settlement Class, and the date by which Settlement Class Members must file 

objections with the Court, if any, to the Settlement.  The Opt-Out and Objection Date shall be one 

hundred sixty (160) days after the Preliminary Approval Date. 

FF. Parties means the Settlement Class Representatives and the BMW Defendants.  

The Settlement Class Representatives shall be referred to as one (1) “Party” with the BMW 

Defendants being the other “Party.” 

GG. Person means an individual, corporation, partnership, limited partnership, limited 

liability company, association, member, joint stock company, estate, legal representative, trust, 

unincorporated association, any business or legal entity, and such individual’s or entity’s spouse, 

heirs, predecessors, successors, representatives, and assignees. 

HH. Preliminary Approval Date means the date the Preliminary Approval Order has 

been executed and entered by the Court. 

II. Preliminary Approval Order means the order to be entered by the Court 

preliminarily approving the Settlement Agreement as defined in Section XIII(A) of this Agreement 

and attached hereto without material alteration as Exhibit A.  

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 10 of 93 PageID: 8602



 

11 
 

JJ. Release means the release and discharge, as of the Effective Date, by the Releasing 

Parties of the Released BMW Parties of and from all Released Claims. 

KK. Released Claims means any and all suits, claims, controversies, rights, agreements, 

promises, debts, liabilities, accounts, reckonings, demands, damages, judgments, obligations, 

covenants, contracts, costs (including, without limitation, attorneys’ fees and costs except as 

provided for in the Settlement Agreement), losses, expenses, actions or causes of action of every 

nature, character, and description, in law or in equity, whether known or unknown, suspected or 

unsuspected, contingent or non-contingent, that any Releasing Party ever had, or has, or may have 

in the future, upon or by reason of any matter, cause, or thing whatever, arising out of, concerning, 

or relating in any way to the subject matter of the Action, including without limitation (1) any 

claims or allegations that are, were, or could have been asserted in the Action; (2) any claims for 

fines, penalties, economic damages, punitive damages, exemplary damages, statutory damages, 

liens, injunctive relief, attorneys’ fees (except as provided in the Settlement Agreement), expert, 

consultant, or other litigation fees or costs; or (3) any other liabilities that were or could have been 

asserted in any civil, administrative, or other proceeding, including arbitration (“Released 

Claims”). The Released Claims include without limitation any and all such claims, demands, 

actions, or causes of action regardless of the legal or equitable theory or nature under which they 

are based or advanced including without limitation legal and/or equitable theories under any 

federal, state, provincial, local, tribal, administrative, or international law, or statute, ordinance, 

code, rule, regulation, contract, common law, equity, or any other source, and whether based in 

strict liability, negligence, gross negligence, punitive damages, nuisance, trespass, breach of 

warranty, misrepresentation, breach of contract, fraud, or any other legal or equitable theory, 

whether existing under the laws of the United States, a state, territory, or possession of the United 
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States, or of any other foreign or domestic state, territory, county, city, or municipality, or any 

other legal or governmental body, whether existing now or arising in the future, that arise from, in 

whole or in part, or in any way relate to the Action.  This release does not cover, include, or release 

claims relating to enforcement of this Settlement.   

LL. Released BMW Parties include, without limitation, (1) the BMW Defendants, 

BMW Manufacturing Co., LLC and any former, present, and future owners, shareholders (direct 

or indirect), members (direct or indirect), directors, officers, members of management or 

supervisory boards, employees, attorneys, affiliates, parent companies (direct or indirect), 

subsidiaries (direct or indirect), predecessors, and successors of any of the foregoing (the 

“Entities”); (2) any and all contractors, subcontractors, joint venture partners, consultants, auditors, 

dealers, and suppliers of the Entities; (3) any and all persons and entities indemnified by any Entity 

with respect to the Action; (4) any and all other persons and entities involved in the design, 

research, development, manufacture, assembly, testing, sale, leasing, repair, warranting, 

marketing, advertising, public relations, promotion, or distribution of any Class Vehicle, even if 

such persons are not specifically named in this Section; (5) Settlement Administrator; (6) lenders, 

creditors, financial institutions, or any other parties that financed any purchase or lease of a Class 

Vehicles; (7) for each of the foregoing, their respective former, present, and future affiliates, parent 

companies, subsidiaries, predecessors, shareholders, indemnitors, subrogees, spouses, joint 

venturers, general or limited partners, attorneys, assigns, principals, officers, directors, members 

of management or supervisory boards, employees, members, agents, representatives, trustees, 

insurers, reinsurers, heirs, beneficiaries, wards, estates, executors, administrators, receivers, 

conservators, personal representatives, divisions, dealers, and suppliers; and (8) any other person 

or entity that is or could be alleged to be responsible or liable in any way whatsoever, whether 
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directly or indirectly, for the Action.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Released Parties do not 

include Robert Bosch LLC, Robert Bosch GmbH, and their affiliates.  

MM. Releasing Party or Parties means Settlement Class Representatives, Class 

Counsel, and all Settlement Class Members, on behalf of themselves and their agents, heirs, 

executors and administrators, successors, assigns, insurers, attorneys (including any attorney 

engaged by Settlement Class Members who is not Class Counsel), representatives, shareholders, 

owners associations, and any other legal or natural persons who may claim by, through, or under 

them. 

NN. Service Awards means compensation for the Settlement Class Representatives in 

the Action for their time and effort undertaken in this Action as defined in Section XI(B), which 

shall be subject to Court approval. 

OO. Settlement means the settlement set forth in this Agreement. 

PP. Settlement Administrator means the third-party agent or administrator agreed to 

by the Parties and appointed by the Court to implement the notice and other settlement 

requirements of this Agreement.  The Parties agree that Epiq shall serve as Settlement 

Administrator, subject to approval by the Court. 

QQ. Settlement Amount means the sum of six million U.S. dollars ($6,000,000.00), 

which shall be used to pay Cash Awards, Notice and Administration Costs (including the Deposit 

Amount), Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, Service Awards, Taxes and Tax Expenses. 

RR. Settlement Class or Class means all Persons who purchased or leased a model 

year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before the 

Preliminary Approval Date, subject to the exclusions set forth in Section III(A).   
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SS. Settlement Class Member means a Person who falls within the definition of the 

Settlement Class as set forth in Section II(RR)  and who has not timely Opted Out of the Settlement 

Class. 

TT. Settlement Class Representatives means a Plaintiff who meets the Class 

definition set forth in Section III(A) of this Settlement Agreement, and who has agreed to represent 

the Settlement Class for purposes of obtaining approval of, and effectuating, this Settlement 

Agreement, as listed in the moving papers submitted for the motion for preliminary approval. 

UU. Settlement Website means the website dedicated to the Settlement to be created 

and maintained by the Settlement Administrator, as set forth in Section VIII(C). 

VV. Short Form Notice means the Short Form Notice(s) substantially in the form as 

attached hereto as Exhibit B. 

WW. Taxes shall mean all taxes (including any estimated taxes, interest or penalties) 

arising from the income earned by the Escrow Account. 

XX. Tax Expenses shall mean expenses and costs incurred in connection with the 

operation and implementation of the Escrow Account (including, without limitation, expenses of 

tax attorneys and/or accountants and mailing and distribution costs and expenses relating to filing 

(or failing to file) any necessary tax returns). 

YY. The BMW Defendants’ Counsel or Counsel for the BMW Defendants means 

Sean M. Berkowitz, Arthur F. Foerster, Johanna Spellman, and Kevin M. McDonough of Latham 

& Watkins LLP, and Thomas P. Branigan and Matthew G. Berard of Bowman and Brooke LLP. 

ZZ. Valid Claim means a Claim Form submitted by a Settlement Class Member that is 

(a) submitted timely and in accordance with the directions on the Claim Form and the provisions 

of this Agreement; (b) is fully completed and executed by the Settlement Class Member under 
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penalty of perjury and provides all required information; and (c) is approved for payment by the 

Settlement Administrator. 

AAA. VIN List means a list of VIN numbers for the Class Vehicles. 

BBB. Other capitalized terms used in this Agreement but not defined in this Section shall 

have the meanings ascribed to them elsewhere in this Agreement. 

CCC. The plural of any defined term includes the singular, and the singular of any defined 

term includes the plural, as the case may be. 

III.  PRELIMINARY CERTIFICATION OF SETTLEMENT CLASS 

A. The Parties stipulate to certification, for settlement purposes only, of a Settlement 

Class defined as follows: 

All Persons who purchased or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d 
or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before the Preliminary Approval Date. 

Specifically excluded from the Settlement Class are the following persons: 

(i) the BMW Defendants and their officers, directors, and employees; and the BMW 

Defendants’ corporate affiliates and corporate affiliates’ officers, directors, and employees;  

(ii) Class Counsel;  

(iii) the judges who have presided over the Action;   

(iv) Persons who have settled with, released, or otherwise had claims dismissed with 

prejudice or had claims adjudicated on the merits against the BMW Defendants arising from the 

same allegations or circumstances as the Action;4 and  

 
4 Plaintiffs whose claims were dismissed from the Action with prejudice to refiling their claims 
against the BMW Defendants as an individual or on behalf of a putative class but without prejudice 
to their claims as an absent putative class member are not excluded from the Settlement Class. 
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(iv) all other Persons who timely elect to become opt-outs from the Settlement Class in 

accordance with the Court’s Orders and as approved by the Court. 

B. Solely for the purpose of implementing this Agreement and effectuating the 

Settlement, the BMW Defendants stipulate to the Court entering an order preliminarily certifying 

the Settlement Class, appointing the Settlement Class Representatives as representatives of the 

Settlement Class, and appointing the following as Class Counsel for the Settlement Class: 

James E. Cecchi 
Carella, Byrne, Cecchi, Brody & Agnello, P.C. 
5 Becker Farm Road,  
Roseland, N.J. 07068 
 
Christopher Seeger 
Seeger Weiss LLP 
55 Challenger Road, Sixth Floor 
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660 
 
Steve Berman 
Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro LLP 
1301 Second Avenue 
Suite 2000 
Seattle, WA 98101 

 
C. Solely for the purpose of this Settlement, the BMW Defendants stipulate that the 

Settlement Class Representatives and Class Counsel are adequate representatives of the Settlement 

Class.   

IV. CLAIMS PROGRAM 

A. The process for submitting a Claim is to be as simple and convenient to Class 

Members as possible, who will only be required to file a single Claim Form per Class Vehicle, 

consistent with the integrity of the Claims Program. 

B. The Claims Program described in this Settlement Agreement shall be the sole and 

exclusive process for submitting a Claim for any Cash Award, and any Settlement Class Member 
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seeking a Cash Award is required to comply fully with the deadlines and other requirements for 

the Claims Program. 

C. To make a Claim under the terms of this Agreement, Settlement Class Members 

must submit, during the Claims Period, a Claim Form substantially similar to the Claim Form 

attached hereto as Exhibit C along with required documentation.   The Settlement Administrator 

will review each Settlement Class Member’s Claim Form, document package and information for 

completeness and eligibility.   

V. SETTLEMENT RELIEF 

Pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth below, the BMW Defendants agree to provide 

the following to the Settlement Class: 

A. Settlement Payment.  Pursuant to the terms and conditions set forth herein and in 

consideration of the promises, agreements and undertakings of the Settlement Class 

Representatives and Settlement Class set forth herein, the BMW Defendants agree to pay or cause 

to be paid the Settlement Amount into the Escrow Account.  Payment of the Settlement Amount 

shall be “ALL-IN” and in full satisfaction of all Settlement costs, including, without limitation, 

Cash Awards, the Deposit Amount, Notice and Administrative Costs, Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, 

Service Awards, Taxes and Tax Expenses.  In no event shall the BMW Defendants be obligated 

to contribute any amount over the Settlement Amount to satisfy their Settlement payment 

obligations under this Agreement.   

B. Escrow Account.  Within seven (7) days after the Preliminary Approval Date, the 

BMW Defendants will pay the Deposit Amount into the Escrow Account.  Within ten (10) days 

after the Effective Date, the BMW Defendants will deposit into the Escrow Account the 

outstanding balance of the Settlement Amount, i.e., the Settlement Amount less the Deposit 
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Amount and any other amounts previously advanced by the BMW Defendants to the Settlement 

Administrator for Notice and Administrative Costs. 

C. Cash Awards to Settlement Class Members.  The Settlement Administrator will 

distribute the Net Settlement Amount from the Escrow Account on a pro rata basis among all 

Settlement Class Members who submit a Valid Claim and in accordance with the terms of this 

Agreement.  Settlement Class Members who submit a Valid Claim will be entitled to a Cash Award 

in an amount proportional to their length of ownership and/or lease of the Class Vehicle.  The 

Parties shall agree on resolution process to resolve disputed claims, to be administered by the 

Settlement Administrator.      

D. Timing of Cash Awards.  The Settlement Administrator shall use its best efforts 

to begin distributing shares of the Settlement proceeds to Settlement Class Members who 

submitted Valid Claims within sixty (60) days after the Effective Date.  The Settlement 

Administrator shall use its best efforts to have completed the distribution to Settlement Class 

Members not later than ninety (90) days after the Effective Date. 

E. Methods of Payments.  The Settlement Class Members who submit Valid Claims 

will presumptively be paid by a check issued by the Settlement Administrator, and the check will 

be mailed by first class U.S. Mail by the Settlement Administrator to the Settlement Class Member.  

The Settlement Administrator will also provide a form on the Settlement Website that Settlement 

Class Members may visit to (a) complete and submit an online Claim Form; (b) download a Claim 

Form to complete and submit in hard copy; (c) provide an updated mailing address for sending a 

check; or (d) elect to receive the Cash Award by Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle instead of a paper 

check.  Any Settlement Class Members who wish to receive the Cash Award at an updated address 
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or by Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle must provide an updated address or elect to receive the Cash 

Award by Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle no later than thirty (30) days after the Effective Date  

F. Check Cashing Deadlines & Second Distribution.  All Cash Awards issued to 

Settlement Class Members via check will state on the face of the check that it will expire and 

become null and void unless cashed within ninety (90) days after the date of issuance.  To the 

extent that any funds remain unclaimed in the Escrow Account two hundred ten (210) days after 

the Effective Date, there shall be a second round of distributions to Settlement Class Members 

who cashed their checks or successfully received an electronic payment via the first distribution 

of Cash Awards.  Any Cash Awards issued via check in the Second Distribution will state on the 

face of the check that it will expire and become null and void unless cashed within ninety (90) 

days after the date of issuance.  To the extent funds remain unclaimed after the Second 

Distribution, additional distributions will be made to Settlement Class Members who cashed their 

initial checks in the same manner.  The costs of carrying out each round of distributions shall be 

paid to the Settlement Administrator from the Net Settlement Fund.  However, no further rounds 

of distributions will be made if Class Counsel, the BMW Defendants and the Settlement 

Administrator determine that a re-distribution is not cost effective.  Upon such a determination, 

the remainder of the funds will be distributed as cy pres. 

G. Cy Pres Contribution.  Within thirty (30) days after the date by which the 

Settlement Administrator completes the process for stopping payment on any Cash Award checks 

from the Second Round of Distributions, or on any Cash Award checks for any additional 

distributions made pursuant to Section V(F), the Cy Pres Contribution Amount, if any, shall be 

provided to such recipients that are agreed upon by the Parties and reported to the Court.   
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VI. TAX TREATMENT OF SETTLEMENT ACCOUNT; CONSEQUENCES OF 
TERMINATION 

A. The Parties will treat the Escrow Account as a “qualified settlement fund” within 

the meaning of Treasury Regulations 1.468B-1 through 1.468B-5, 26 C.F.R. 1.468B-1 through 

1.468B-5 (1992).  They will treat the Escrow Account as a qualified settlement fund for all 

reporting purposes under the federal tax laws.  In addition, the Settlement Administrator will 

timely make the “relation-back election” (as defined in Treasury Regulation 1.468B-1) back to the 

earliest permitted date.  Such election will be made in compliance with the procedures and 

requirements contained in such regulations.  It will be the responsibility of the Settlement 

Administrator to timely and properly prepare and deliver the necessary documentation for 

signature by all necessary parties, and thereafter to cause the appropriate filing to occur. 

B. The Settlement Administrator shall act as the Escrow Agent within the meaning of 

section 468B of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and Treasury Regulation 1.468B for the 

Escrow Account.  The Settlement Administrator will timely and properly file all informational and 

other tax returns necessary or advisable with respect to the Escrow Account (including without 

limitation the returns described in Treasury Regulation 1.468B-2(k)).  Such returns (as well as the 

election described in Section VI(A)) will be consistent with this Section and Section VI(A) and in 

any event will reflect that all taxes (including any estimated taxes, interest or penalties) on the 

income earned by the Escrow Account will be paid out of the Escrow Account. 

C. All Taxes and Tax Expenses will be paid out of the Escrow Account; in no event 

will the BMW Defendants have any liability or responsibility for the Taxes, the Tax Expenses, or 

the filing of any tax returns or other documents with the Internal Revenue Service or any other 

state or local taxing authority.  The Settlement Administrator will timely pay taxes and Tax 

Expenses out of the Escrow Account without prior Court order.  The Settlement Administrator 
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will be obligated (notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary) to withhold from distribution 

to Settlement Class Members any funds necessary to pay such amounts (as well as any amounts 

that may be required to be withheld under Treasury Regulation 1.468B-2(1)-(2)).  The BMW 

Defendants are not responsible for and shall have no liability therefor, or for any reporting 

requirements that may relate thereto.  The Parties agree to cooperate with the Settlement 

Administrator, each other and their respective tax attorneys and accountants to the extent 

reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions of this Section and the Agreement. 

VII. DUTIES OF THE SETTLEMENT ADMINISTRATOR 

A. The Settlement Administrator shall be responsible for, without limitation: (i) using 

the VIN List to identify members of the Settlement Class and to obtain mailing and/or email 

addresses for members of the Settlement Class; (ii) printing and disseminating, via mail and e-mail 

to the Settlement Class, the Short Form Notice; (iii) sending CAFA Notices; (iv) arranging for the 

publication of notice as set forth in the Class Notice Program; (v)  establishing the Settlement 

Website and toll-free voice response unit with message capabilities to which Settlement Class 

Members may refer for information about the Action and the Settlement; (vi) establishing a 

mailing address for the receipt of any correspondence; (vii) promptly furnishing to Class Counsel 

and Counsel for the BMW Defendants copies of any requests for exclusion or objections; 

(viii) providing weekly reports to Class Counsel and the BMW Defendants’ Counsel  regarding 

any requests for exclusion and objections received; (ix) receiving, evaluating and either approving 

or disapproving Claim Forms under the requirements of the Settlement; (x) calculating and 

distributing the Cash Awards to Settlement Class Members; (xi) maintaining adequate records of 

its activities, including the dates of the mailing of Class Notice, returned mail and any and all other 

actual or attempted written or electronic communications with the Settlement Class; and (xii) 
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otherwise implementing and/or assisting with the dissemination of the notice of the Settlement 

pursuant to the Class Notice Program and administration of the Claims Program. 

B. Settlement Administrator Accounting.  The Settlement Administrator shall 

maintain a complete and accurate accounting of all receipts, expenses (including Notice and 

Administrative Costs), and payments made pursuant to this Settlement Agreement. The accounting 

shall be made available on reasonable notice to Class Counsel and the BMW Defendants’ Counsel. 

C. Confidentiality of VIN List.  The Settlement Administrator shall keep the VIN 

List and all personally identifiable information and personal information obtained therefrom, 

including the identity and mailing addresses of members of the Settlement Class, confidential 

except as is necessary and appropriate in effectuating the terms of this Agreement or the duties or 

obligations arising thereunder.  The Parties agree that the VIN List may not be used for any purpose 

other than effectuating the terms of this Agreement or the duties or obligations arising hereunder. 

VIII. NOTICE TO THE SETTLEMENT CLASS 

A. VIN List. No later than seven (7) days of the entry of the Preliminary Approval 

Order (unless otherwise directed by the Court upon application of the BMW Defendants), the 

BMW Defendants will provide the Settlement Administrator with the VIN List.  The VIN List will 

be provided to the Settlement Administrator for the sole purpose of the Settlement Administrator 

performing its obligations pursuant to the Settlement and shall not be used for any other purpose 

at any time.  The Settlement Administrator agrees to keep the VIN List confidential. 

B. Notice.  Following the entry of the Preliminary Approval Order, the Settlement 

Administrator shall send the Short Form Notice substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit 

B via email and U.S. mail, first-class postage prepaid, to persons for whom the Settlement 

Administrator has or is able to obtain a physical address and/or email address using the VIN List.  
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Unless adjusted by Court order, the sending and mailing of the Class Notice shall begin within one 

hundred days of the entry of the Preliminary Approval Order. 

C. Settlement Website.  No later than one hundred (100) days after the entry of the 

Preliminary Approval Order, and before the issuance of the Class Notice, the Settlement 

Administrator shall establish the Settlement Website.  The Settlement Website will allow 

Settlement Class Members to fill out and submit their claim form and supporting documentation 

online and to provide an updated mailing address to receive a paper check or to elect to receive 

their Cash Award via Venmo, PayPal, ACH or Zelle.  The Settlement Website shall include, in 

downloadable format, the following: (i) the Settlement Agreement (including all of its exhibits); 

(ii) the Class Notice; (iii) the Preliminary Approval Order; (iv) the toll-free phone number 

applicable to the Settlement; (v) the dates and locations of relevant Court proceedings, including 

the Fairness Hearing; and (vi) other relevant Court filings pertaining to the Settlement, including 

Class Counsel’s Motion for Approval of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, and Service Awards. 

D. Publication Notice.  The Settlement Administrator shall design and implement a 

plan for notification of the settlement to members of the Settlement Class through digital/internet 

publication designed to target likely Settlement Class Members to satisfy the due process rights of 

the Settlement Class.   

E. Toll-Free Number.  No later than on hundred (100) days after the Preliminary 

Approval Date, the Settlement Administrator shall establish a toll-free telephone number that will 

provide Settlement-related information to members of the Settlement Class. 

F. Proof of Compliance with Class Notice Program.  The Settlement Administrator 

shall provide Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants with a declaration detailing all 

of its efforts regarding the Class Notice Program, its timely completion of the Class Notice 
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Program, and its reach to the members of the Settlement Class, to be filed along with Plaintiffs’ 

Motion for Final Approval of Class Action Settlement.  Said declaration shall be submitted to the 

Court at least twenty-one (21) days before the Fairness Hearing. 

G. CAFA Notice.  Within ten (10) days of the Settlement Class Representatives and 

Class Counsel filing the Preliminary Approval Motion, the Settlement Administrator shall serve 

CAFA Notices upon the proper parties and comply with the notice provisions of the Class Action 

Fairness Act, 28 U.S.C. § 1715.  Within fifteen (15) days after the Notice Date, the Settlement 

Administrator shall provide declarations to the Court, with a copy to Class Counsel and the BMW 

Defendants’ Counsel, attesting to the measures undertaken to provide notice as directed by CAFA. 

IX. REQUESTS FOR EXCLUSION (OPT-OUT) 

A. A Person who wishes to opt-out of the Settlement Class must do so on or before the 

Opt-Out and Objection Date.  To opt out, a Person must inform the Settlement Administrator in 

writing that he or she wishes to be excluded from the Settlement Class and must send that request 

to the Settlement Administrator via U.S. mail, post-marked no later than the Opt-Out and Objection 

Date.  The written request for exclusion must be personally signed by the Person requesting 

exclusion, even if represented by counsel, and include (i) the Person’s name, address, and 

telephone number, (ii) the VIN of the Class Vehicle forming the basis of the Person’s inclusion in 

the Settlement Class definition and a statement as to whether the Person owns/owned or 

leases/leased the Class Vehicle and the beginning and end dates (if applicable) of the Settlement 

Class Member’s ownership or lease of the Class Vehicle, and (iii) a statement indicating his or her 

intention to be excluded from the Settlement Class.   

B. A Person may opt out on an individual and personal basis only; so-called “mass” 

or “class” opt-outs shall not be allowed. 
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C. Except for those Persons who timely and properly file a request for exclusion, all 

other Persons who fit the Settlement Class definition in Section III(A) will be deemed to be 

Settlement Class Members for all purposes under the Agreement, and upon the Effective Date, 

will be bound by its terms, regardless of whether they submit a Claim or receive any monetary 

relief.  

D. Any Person who properly opts out of the Settlement Class shall not: (a) be bound 

by any orders or judgments entered in the Action or relating to the Settlement; (b) be entitled to 

relief under, or be affected by, the Agreement; (c) gain any rights by virtue of the Agreement; or 

(d) be entitled to object to any aspect of the Settlement.  Any statement or submission purporting 

or appearing to be both an objection and an opt-out shall be treated as a request for exclusion. 

E. The Settlement Administrator shall email Class Counsel and the BMW Defendants’ 

Counsel with copies of all requests for exclusion and objections on a weekly basis and will provide 

the Opt-Out List no later than seven (7) days after the Opt-Out and Objection Date.  The Settlement 

Administrator shall retain the stamped originals of all requests for exclusion and originals of all 

envelopes accompanying requests for exclusion in its files until the Settlement Administrator is 

relieved of its duties and responsibilities in connection with this Agreement. 

X. OBJECTIONS TO THE SETTLEMENT 

A. Any Settlement Class Member who wishes to object to the proposed Settlement 

must do so in writing on or before the Opt-Out and Objection Date.  In order to object, the 

Settlement Class Member must file the objection with the Court on or before the Opt-Out and 

Objection Date and must concurrently serve the objection on the Settlement Administrator, Class 

Counsel, and Counsel for the BMW Defendants. 
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B. In order to object, the Settlement Class Member must include in the objection filed 

with the Court and served on Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants the following 

information: 

1. The printed name, address, and telephone number of the Settlement Class 

Member objecting; 

2. The VIN of the Class Vehicle forming the basis of the Settlement Class 

Member’s inclusion in the Settlement Class and the beginning and end dates (if applicable) of the 

Settlement Class Member’s ownership or lease of the Class Vehicle; 

3. Whether counsel represents the Settlement Class Member and, if so, the 

name and contact information of their counsel;  

4. A detailed written statement of each objection asserted, including the 

grounds for objection, any legal authority in support of such objection and reasons for appearing 

and being heard;  

5. Copies of any papers, briefs, declarations, affidavits, documents or other 

evidence upon which the objection is based; 

6. A statement indicating whether the objector intends to appear at the Fairness 

Hearing (either personally or through counsel who files an appearance with the Court in 

accordance with the Local Rules), and a list of all persons, if any, who will be called to testify in 

support of the objection;  

7. A list of all cases (including caption, court and docket number) in which the 

Settlement Class Member or Settlement Class Member’s counsel filed an objection or in any way 

participated — financially or otherwise — in objecting to a class settlement during the preceding 

five years; and  
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8. The Settlement Class Member’s signature, in addition to the signature of 

the objector’s attorney (if any).  An attorney’s signature alone shall not be deemed sufficient to 

satisfy this requirement.   

C. Any Settlement Class Member who fails to submit timely a complete written 

objection and notice of his or her intent to appear at the Fairness Hearing pursuant to the above 

Section shall not be permitted to object to the approval of the Settlement at the Fairness Hearing, 

or appear at or be heard at the Fairness Hearing (in person or telephonically), and shall be 

foreclosed from seeking any review of the Settlement or the terms of the Agreement by appeal or 

other means.   

XI. ATTORNEYS’ FEES, COSTS, AND REPRESENTATIVE SETTLEMENT CLASS 
REPRESENTATIVES’ SERVICE AWARDS 

A. Attorney’s Fees and Costs.  Within the time period established by the Court, and 

no later than thirty (30) days after the Preliminary Approval Date, Class Counsel will file a Motion 

for Approval of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, and Service Awards to be paid from the Settlement 

Amount, which shall be included on the Settlement Website.  The Class Notice shall inform the 

Settlement Class Members that Class Counsel may apply for attorneys’ fees not to exceed 33.33% 

of the Settlement Amount and costs not to exceed $1,000,000.  Any award of Class Counsel’s 

Attorneys’ Fees and Costs from the Settlement Amount shall be subject to Court approval and will 

be paid from the Settlement Amount.  Under no circumstances will the BMW Defendants be liable 

to Class Counsel, or any other attorney or law firm, for, because of, relating to, concerning, or as 

a result of any payment or allocation of attorneys’ fees made in accordance with this Settlement 

Agreement; and Class Counsel, and each of them, release the BMW Defendants from any and all 

disputes or claims because of, relating to, concerning, or as a result of any payment or allocation 

of attorneys’ fees and costs made pursuant to this Settlement Agreement, including but not limited 
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to any attorneys’ liens.  Attorneys’ Fees and Costs approved by the Court shall be paid within 

thirty (30) days after the Effective Date (provided that Class Counsel has first provided to the 

Settlement Administrator completed W-9 forms and completed wire transfer forms). 

B. Class Counsel will move for Service Awards of $5,000 for each of the Settlement 

Class Representatives in the Action, as may be approved by the Court.  If approved by the Court, 

such Service Awards will be paid from the Settlement Amount no later than thirty (30) days after 

the Effective Date. 

C. The procedure for and the allowance or disallowance by the Court of any 

application for Attorneys’ Fees and Costs or Service Awards are not material terms of the 

Settlement or Agreement, and it is not a condition of this Agreement that any particular application 

for Attorneys’ Fees and Costs or Service Awards be approved.  The Settlement Class 

Representatives and Class Counsel may not cancel or terminate the Settlement based on the 

Court’s or any appellate court’s ruling with respect to any Service Award or award of Attorneys’ 

Fees and Costs.  Any order or proceeding relating to any Service Award or award of Attorneys’ 

Fees and Costs, or any appeal from any such order, shall not operate to terminate or cancel this 

Agreement, or affect or delay the finality of Judgment approving the Agreement and the 

Settlement.  The BMW Defendants have stipulated that they will not object to Attorneys’ Fees and 

Costs or Service Awards in this Settlement Agreement as described above.   

XII. NOTICES 

A. All notices (other than the Class Notice and CAFA Notices) required by the 

Agreement shall be made in writing and mailed to the following addresses: 

All notices to Class Counsel shall be sent to Class Counsel, c/o: 

James E. Cecchi 
Carella, Byrne, Cecchi, Brody & 
Agnello, P.C. 
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5 Becker Farm Road,  
Roseland, N.J. 07068 
 
Christopher Seeger 
Seeger Weiss LLP 
55 Challenge Road, Sixth Floor 
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660 
 
Steve Berman 
Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro LLP 
1301 Second Avenue 
Suite 2000 
Seattle, WA 98101 
 
  

All notices to Counsel for the BMW Defendants provided herein shall be sent to Counsel 

for the BMW Defendants, c/o: 

Sean M. Berkowitz 
Arthur F. Foerster 
Johanna Spellman 
Latham & Watkins LLP 
330 North Wabash Avenue, 
Suite 2800 
Chicago, IL  60611 

 

Thomas P. Branigan  
Matthew G. Berard  
Bowman and Brooke LLP 
Columbia Center 
101 W. Big Beaver Rd.,  
Suite 1100 
Troy, MI 48084 

 

B. The notice recipients and addresses designated above may be changed by written 

notice. 

C. Upon the request of any of the Parties, the Parties agree to promptly provide each 

other with copies of comments, objections, requests for exclusion, or other documents or filings 

received as a result of the Class Notice Program. 
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XIII. SETTLEMENT APPROVAL PROCESS 

A. Within twenty-one (21) days after the execution of this Agreement, the Settlement 

Class Representatives and Class Counsel shall move the Court to enter the Preliminary Approval 

Order that is without material alteration from Exhibit A hereto which: 

1. Preliminarily approves this Settlement; 

2. Directs that notice is provided in a reasonable manner, as set forth herein, 

to all Settlement Class Members who would be bound by the Settlement; 

3. Preliminarily certifies the Settlement Class; 

4. Schedules a Fairness Hearing on final approval of this Settlement and 

Agreement to consider the fairness, reasonableness, and adequacy of the proposed Settlement and 

whether it should be finally approved by the Court, such Fairness Hearing to be no earlier than one 

hundred ninety-five (195) days after the Preliminary Approval Date, subject to Court approval; 

5. Finds that the proposed Settlement is sufficiently fair, reasonable and 

adequate to warrant providing notice to the Settlement Class; 

6. Appoints the Settlement Administrator in accordance with the provisions of 

Section VII; 

7. Approves the Short Form and Long Form Notice, the content of which is 

without material alteration from Exhibits B and D  hereto, and directs the Settlement Administrator 

to disseminate notice in accordance with the Class Notice Program provided for in this Agreement; 

8. Approves the Claim Form, the content of which is without material 

alteration from Exhibit C hereto, and sets a Claim Submission Deadline. 

9. Approves the creation of the Settlement Website as defined in Section 

II(UU)  above; 
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10. Finds that the Class Notice Program implemented pursuant to this 

Agreement: (i) is the best practicable notice; (ii) is reasonably calculated, under the circumstances, 

to apprise Settlement Class Members of the pendency of the Action and of their right to object to 

or to exclude themselves from the proposed settlement; (iii) is reasonable and constitutes due, 

adequate and sufficient notice to all persons entitled to receive notice; and (iv) meets all applicable 

requirements of applicable law; 

11. Requires the Settlement Administrator to file proof of maintenance of the 

Settlement Website at or before the Fairness Hearing; 

12. Requires each Settlement Class Member who wishes to be excluded from 

the Settlement Class to submit an appropriate, timely request for exclusion, postmarked no later 

than seventy-five (75) days after the Preliminary Approval Date, or as the Court may otherwise 

direct, to the Settlement Administrator at the address on the Class Notice; 

13. Preliminarily enjoins all Settlement Class Members unless and until they 

have timely excluded themselves from the Settlement Class from: (i) filing, commencing, 

prosecuting, intervening in or participating as plaintiff, claimant or class member in any other 

lawsuit or administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other proceeding in any jurisdiction based on, 

relating to or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and circumstances giving 

rise to the Action and/or the Released Claims; (ii) filing, commencing or prosecuting a lawsuit or 

administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other proceeding as a class action on behalf of any 

Settlement Class Members, regardless of whether or not they have been excluded from the 

Settlement Class,  based on, relating to or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts 

and circumstances giving rise to the Action and/or the Released Claims; and (iii) attempting to 

effect Opt-Outs of a class of individuals in any lawsuit or administrative, regulatory, arbitration or 
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other proceeding based on, relating to or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts 

and circumstances giving rise to the Action and/or the Released Claims.  This Agreement is not 

intended to prevent Settlement Class Members from participating in any action or investigation 

initiated by a state or federal agency. 

14. Orders that any Settlement Class Member who does not submit a timely, 

complete, written request for exclusion from the Settlement Class (i.e., becomes an Opt-Out) will 

be bound by all proceedings, orders and judgments in the Action, even if such Settlement Class 

Member has previously initiated or subsequently initiates individual litigation or other proceedings 

encompassed by the Release; 

15. Requires each Settlement Class Member who is not an Opt-Out and who 

wishes to object to the fairness, reasonableness or adequacy of this Agreement or the proposed 

Settlement or to the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs to file with the Court and serve on Class Counsel 

no later than seventy-five (75) days after the Preliminary Approval Date or as the Court may 

otherwise direct, a statement of the objection signed by the Settlement Class Member containing 

the information outlined in Section X(B) above. 

16. Provides that any response to an objection shall be filed with the Court no 

later than seven (7) days before the Fairness Hearing. 

17. Specifies that any Settlement Class Member who does not file a timely, 

complete, written objection to the Settlement or who fails to otherwise comply with the 

requirements of Section X shall be foreclosed from seeking any adjudication or review of this 

settlement by appeal or otherwise. 
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18. Requires that fees and expenses owed to any attorney hired by a Settlement 

Class Member will be at the Settlement Class Member’s expense for the purpose of objecting to 

this Agreement, the proposed Settlement, or the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs; 

19. Requires that any attorney hired by a Settlement Class Member for the 

purpose of objecting to the proposed Settlement or to the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and who 

intends to make an appearance at the Fairness Hearing to provide to the Settlement Administrator 

(who shall forward it to Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants) and to file with the 

Clerk of the Court a notice of intention to appear no later than the Opt-Out and Objection Date or 

as the Court may otherwise direct; 

20. Requires any Settlement Class Member who files and serves a written 

objection and who intends to make an appearance at the Fairness Hearing to provide to the 

Settlement Administrator (who shall forward it to Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW 

Defendants) and to file with the Clerk of the Court a notice of intention to appear no later than the 

Opt-Out and Objection Date or as the Court otherwise may direct; 

21. Directs the Settlement Administrator to establish a post office box in the 

name of the Settlement Administrator to be used for receiving requests for exclusion, objections, 

notices of intention to appear and any other communications, and providing that only the 

Settlement Administrator, Class Counsel, the BMW Defendants’ Counsel, the BMW Defendants, 

the Court, the Clerk of the Court and their designated agents shall have access to this post office 

box, except as otherwise provided in this Agreement; 

22. Directs the Settlement Administrator to promptly furnish Class Counsel and 

Counsel for the BMW Defendants with copies of any and all written requests for exclusion, notices 
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of intention to appear or other communications that come into its possession, except as expressly 

provided in this Agreement; 

23. Directs that Class Counsel shall file their applications for the Attorneys' 

Fees and Costs and Settlement Class Representatives’ Service Awards in accordance with the 

terms set forth in Section XI; 

24. Orders the Settlement Administrator to provide the Opt-Out List to Class 

Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants no later than seven (7) days after the Opt-Out and 

Objection Date, and then Class Counsel will file with the Court the Opt-Out List with an affidavit 

from the Settlement Administrator attesting to the completeness and accuracy thereof no later than 

three (3) business days thereafter or on such other date as the Parties may direct; and 

25. Contains any additional provisions agreeable to the Parties that might be 

necessary or advisable to implement the terms of this Agreement and the proposed settlement. 

XIV. FINAL ORDER AND JUDGMENT AND RELEASES 

A. Pursuant to the schedule set by the Court in its Preliminary Approval Order and no 

later than eighty-five (85) days after the Preliminary Approval Date, Class Counsel shall file a 

motion and supporting papers requesting that the Court grant final approval of this Settlement 

Agreement and for entry of a Final Order and Judgment. 

B. If this Agreement (including any amendment or modification made with the consent 

of the Parties as provided herein) is approved by the Court following the Fairness Hearing 

scheduled by the Court in its Preliminary Approval Order, the Parties shall request that the Court 

enter a mutually-agreeable Final Order and Judgment pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil 

Procedure and all applicable laws, that, among other things: 
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1. Finds that the Court has personal jurisdiction over the Parties and all 

members of the Settlement Class and that the Court has subject matter jurisdiction to approve this 

Settlement and Agreement and all Exhibits thereto; 

2. Certifies a Settlement Class solely for purposes of this Settlement; 

3. Grants final approval to this Agreement as being fair, reasonable, and 

adequate as to all Parties and consistent and in compliance with all requirements of due process 

and applicable law, as to and in the best interests of all Parties and directs the Parties and their 

counsel to implement and consummate this Agreement in accordance with its terms and 

provisions; 

4. Declares this Agreement and the Final Order and Judgment to be binding 

on and have res judicata and preclusive effect in all pending and future lawsuits or other 

proceedings encompassed by the Release (as set forth in Section II(JJ)) maintained by or on behalf 

of the Settlement Class Representatives and all other Settlement Class Members, as well as their 

respective agents, heirs, executors or administrators, successors and assigns; 

5. Finds that the Class Notice Program implemented pursuant to this 

Agreement: (i) constituted the best practicable notice; (ii) constituted notice that was reasonably 

calculated under the circumstances to apprise Settlement Class Members of the pendency of the 

Action, of their right to object to or exclude themselves from the proposed Settlement, of their 

right to appear at the Fairness Hearing and of their right to seek monetary and other relief; 

(iii) constituted reasonable, due, adequate and sufficient notice to all persons entitled to receive 

notice; and (iv) met all applicable requirements of due process and any other applicable law; 

6. Approves the Claim Form that was distributed to Settlement Class  

Members, the content of which was without material alteration from Exhibit C hereto; 
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7. Finds that Class Counsel and the Settlement Class Representatives 

adequately represented the Settlement Class for purposes of entering into and implementing the 

Settlement and Agreement; 

8. Dismisses the Action now pending before the Court on the merits and with 

prejudice and without fees or costs except as provided herein, in accordance with the terms of the 

Final Order and Judgment as set forth herein; 

9. Adjudges that the Settlement Class Representatives and the Settlement 

Class have conclusively compromised, settled, dismissed and released any and all Released Claims 

against the BMW Defendants and the Released BMW Parties; 

10. Approves payment of the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs to Class Counsel and 

the Settlement Class Representatives’ Service Awards in a manner consistent with Section XI  

above; 

11. Without affecting the finality of the Final Order and Judgment for purposes 

of appeal, reserves jurisdiction over the Settlement Administrator, the BMW Defendants, the 

Settlement Class Representatives, the Settlement Class and Class Counsel as to all matters relating 

to the administration, consummation, enforcement and interpretation of the terms of the Settlement 

and Final Order and Judgment and for any other necessary purposes; 

12. Provides that upon the Effective Date, the Settlement Class Representatives 

and all Settlement Class Members who have not been excluded from the Settlement Class shall be 

barred from asserting any Released Claims against the BMW Defendants and/or any Released 

BMW Parties, and any such Settlement Class Members shall have released any and all Released 

Claims as against the BMW Defendants and all Released BMW Parties; 
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13. Provides that upon the Effective Date, the BMW Defendants and the 

Released BMW Parties have conclusively released any and all claims relating to the institution or 

prosecution of the Action; 

14. Determines that the Agreement and the Settlement provided for herein and 

any proceedings taken pursuant thereto are not and should not in any event be offered or received 

as evidence of a presumption, concession or an admission of liability or of any misrepresentation 

or omission in any statement or written document approved or made by the BMW Defendants or 

any Released BMW Parties or of the suitability of these or similar claims to class treatment in 

active litigation and trial; provided, however, that reference may be made to this Agreement and 

the Settlement provided for herein in such proceedings as may be necessary to effectuate the 

Agreement; 

15. Bars and permanently enjoins all Settlement Class Members who have not 

been properly excluded from the Settlement Class from (i) filing, commencing, prosecuting, 

intervening in or participating (as class members or otherwise) in any other lawsuit or 

administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other proceeding in any jurisdiction based on, relating to 

or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and circumstances giving rise to the 

Action or the Released Claims arising on or before the Preliminary Approval Date and 

(ii) organizing Settlement Class Members, regardless of whether or not they have been excluded  

from the Settlement Class, into a separate class for purposes of pursuing as a purported class action 

any lawsuit or arbitration or other proceeding (including by seeking to amend a pending complaint 

to include class allegations or seeking class certification in a pending action) based on, relating to 

or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and circumstances giving rise to the 

Action and/or the Released Claims arising on or before the Preliminary Approval Date, except that 
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Settlement Class Members are not precluded from participating in any investigation or suit 

initiated by a state or federal agency; 

16. Approves the Opt-Out List and determines that the Opt-Out List is a 

complete list of all Settlement Class Members who have timely and properly requested exclusion 

from the Settlement Class and, accordingly, shall neither share in nor be bound by the Final Order 

and Judgment; and 

17. Authorizes the Parties, without further approval from the Court, to agree to 

and adopt such amendments, modifications and expansions of this Agreement and all Exhibits 

hereto as (i) shall be consistent in all material respects with the Final Order and Judgment and 

(ii) do not limit the rights of the Parties or Settlement Class Members. 

C. As of the Effective Date, the Releasing Parties are deemed to have fully released 

and forever discharged the Released BMW Parties of and from all Released Claims by operation 

of entry of the Final Order and Judgment. 

D. As of the Effective Date, the BMW Defendants and the Released BMW Parties 

absolutely and unconditionally release and forever discharge the Settlement Class Representatives, 

Settlement Class Members, and Class Counsel from all claims relating to the institution or 

prosecution of the Action. 

E. Subject to Court approval, all Settlement Class Members who have not excluded 

themselves from the Settlement Class shall be bound by this Agreement and the Release, and all 

of their respective claims shall be dismissed with prejudice and released, irrespective of whether 

they received actual notice of the Action or this Settlement. 

F. Without in any way limiting the scope of the Release, this Release covers any and 

all claims for attorneys’ fees, costs or disbursements incurred by Class Counsel or any other 
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counsel representing the Settlement Class Representatives or Settlement Class Members, or any 

Class Representatives or Settlement Class Members, in connection with or related in any manner 

to the Action, the Settlement, the administration of such Settlement and/or the Released Claims, 

as well as any and all claims for Service Awards to Settlement Class Representatives. 

G. The Releasing Parties and the Released BMW Parties expressly acknowledge that 

they are familiar with principles of law such as Section 1542 of the Civil Code of the State of 

California, which provides: 

A GENERAL RELEASE DOES NOT EXTEND TO CLAIMS THAT THE 
CREDITOR OR RELEASING PARTY DOES NOT KNOW OR SUSPECT 
TO EXIST IN HIS OR HER FAVOR AT THE TIME OF EXECUTING THE 
RELEASE AND THAT, IF KNOWN BY HIM OR HER, WOULD HAVE 
MATERIALLY AFFECTED HIS OR HER SETTLEMENT WITH THE 
DEBTOR OR RELEASED PARTY. 

Notwithstanding California or other law, the Releasing Parties and the Released BMW Parties 

hereby expressly agree that the provisions, rights and benefits of Section 1542 and all similar 

federal or state laws, rights, rules or legal principles of any other jurisdiction that may be applicable 

herein and are hereby knowingly and voluntarily waived, released and relinquished to the fullest 

extent permitted by law solely in connection with unknown claims that are the same as, 

substantially similar to, or overlap the Released Claims, and the Releasing Parties and the Released 

BMW Parties hereby agree and acknowledge that this is an essential term of the Release.  In 

connection with the Release, the Releasing Parties and the Released BMW Parties acknowledge 

that they are aware that they may hereafter discover claims currently unknown and unsuspected or 

facts in addition to or different from those which they now know or believe to be true with respect 

to matters released herein, and that such claims, to the extent that they are the same as, substantially 

similar to, or overlap the Released Claims, are hereby released, relinquished and discharged.  
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H. In exchange for the consideration made available to the Settlement Class Members 

pursuant to this Agreement, Settlement Class Members release their potential claims under the 

Trade Regulation Rule Concerning the Preservation of Consumers’ Claims and Defenses, 16 

C.F.R. § 433.2 (the “Holder Rule”), relating to the Action. 

I. The Release shall be effective with respect to all Releasing Parties, including all 

Settlement Class Members who do not opt-out, regardless of whether those Settlement Class 

Members ultimately submit a Claim Form or receive payment under this Settlement Agreement. 

J. Nothing in the Release shall preclude any action to enforce the terms of this 

Agreement, including participation in any of the processes detailed herein. 

XV. NO ADMISSION OF LIABILITY AND PRESERVATION OF ALL DEFENSES 

A. The Parties understand and agree that by entering this Agreement, the BMW 

Defendants in no way admit any violation of law or any liability whatsoever to Settlement Class 

Representatives and/or the Settlement Class Members, individually or collectively, all such 

liability being expressly denied.  

B. The Parties understand and agree that the BMW Defendants enter into this 

Agreement to avoid further protracted litigation and to fully and finally resolve and settle all 

disputes with the Settlement Class Representatives and Settlement Class Members. Settlement of 

the Action, negotiation and execution of this Agreement, and all acts performed and documents 

executed pursuant to or in furtherance of this Agreement or the Settlement: (i) are not, shall not be 

deemed to be, and may not be used as an admission or evidence of any wrongdoing or liability on 

the part of the BMW Defendants or of the truth of any of the factual allegations in any and all 

complaints or other papers filed by the Settlement Class Representatives in the Action; and (ii) are 

not, shall not be deemed to be, and may not be used as an admission or evidence of fault or 
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omission on the part of the BMW Defendants in any civil, criminal, administrative or arbitral 

proceeding.  

C. The Parties understand and agree that this Agreement is a settlement document and 

shall be inadmissible in evidence in any proceeding, except an action or proceeding to approve, 

interpret or enforce the terms of the Agreement.   

D. Nothing contained herein is, or shall be construed or admissible as, an admission 

by the BMW Defendants that the Settlement Class Representatives’ claims or any similar claims 

are either valid or suitable for class treatment. 

E. By their agreement hereto, the BMW Defendants do not waive any defenses or 

affirmative defenses that they may be entitled to assert in any future litigation. 

XVI. WITHDRAWAL FROM OR TERMINATION OF SETTLEMENT 

A. Within fifteen (15) days after the occurrence of any of the following events and 

upon written notice to counsel for all Parties, a Party shall have the right to withdraw from the 

Settlement and terminate this Agreement: 

1. If the Court fails to approve the material terms of the Agreement as written 

or if the Court’s approval is reversed or modified on any appeal; 

2. If the Court materially alters any of the terms of the Agreement other than 

Attorneys’ Fees and Costs or Service Awards; or 

3. If the Preliminary Approval Order, as described in Section XIII, or the Final 

Order and Judgment, as described in Section XIV, is not entered by the Court or is reversed or 

modified on appeal, or otherwise fails for any material reason.  In the event of a withdrawal 

pursuant to this Section, any certification of a Settlement Class will be vacated, without prejudice 

to any Party’s position on the issue of class certification and the amenability of the claims asserted 
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in the Action to class treatment, and the Parties shall be restored to their litigation position existing 

immediately before the execution of this Agreement. 

B. If Settlement Class Members properly and timely submit requests for exclusion 

from the Settlement Class as set forth in Section IX, thereby becoming Opt-Outs and are in a 

number more than the confidential number submitted to the Court by the Parties under seal at the 

time of filing the Motion For Preliminary Approval, then the BMW Defendants may withdraw 

from the Settlement and terminate this Agreement.  In that event, all of the BMW Defendants’ 

obligations under this Agreement shall cease to be of any force and effect; the certification of the 

Settlement Class shall be vacated without prejudice to the BMW Defendants’ position on the issue 

of class certification; and the Parties shall be restored to their litigation position existing 

immediately before the execution of this Agreement.   

1. In order to elect to withdraw from the Settlement and terminate this 

Agreement on the basis set forth in Section XVI(B) above, the BMW Defendants must notify Class 

Counsel in writing of its election to do so within fifteen (15) days of the Settlement Administrator 

serving the Opt-Out List on the Parties. 

2. In the event that the BMW Defendants exercise such right, Class Counsel 

shall have thirty (30) days or such longer period as agreed to by the Parties to address the concerns 

of the Opt-Outs.  If through such efforts the total number of members of the Opt-Out List 

subsequently becomes and remains fewer than the number of Opt-Outs as submitted to the Court 

under seal at the time of filing the Motion for Preliminary Approval, the BMW Defendants shall 

withdraw their election to withdraw from the Settlement and terminate the Agreement.  In no event, 

however, shall the BMW Defendants have any further obligation under this Agreement to any Opt-

Out unless such Settlement Class Member withdraws his/her request for exclusion.   
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3. For purposes of this Section XVI(B), Opt-Outs shall not include: (i) persons 

who are specifically excluded from the Settlement Class under Section III (A) above; (ii) Opt-Outs 

who elect to withdraw their request for exclusion and therefore become Settlement Class Members; 

and/or (iii) Opt-Outs who agree to sign an undertaking that they will not pursue an individual 

claim, class claim or any other claim that would otherwise be a Released Claim as defined in this 

Agreement. 

C. In the event of withdrawal by the BMW Defendants in accordance with the terms 

set forth in Section XVI(B):  

1. This Agreement shall be null and void, shall have no further force and effect 

with respect to any Party in the Action, and shall not be offered in evidence or used in any litigation 

for any purpose, including, without limitation, the existence, certification, or maintenance of any 

proposed or existing class, or the amenability of these or similar claims to class treatment;   

2. This Agreement and all negotiations, proceedings, documents prepared and 

statements made in connection herewith shall be without prejudice to the BMW Defendants, the 

Settlement Class Representatives and the Settlement Class Members and shall not be deemed or 

construed to be an admission or confession in any way by any Party of any fact, matter or 

proposition of law and shall not be used in any manner for any purpose, and the Parties to the Action 

shall stand in the same position as if this Agreement had not been negotiated, made or filed with 

the Court;   

3. The Parties shall request the Court to vacate any order certifying the 

Settlement Class; and 
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4. Any monies in the Escrow Account, together with any accrued interest, less 

any administrative expenses paid or incurred in accordance with the terms of the Settlement, shall 

be promptly refunded to the BMW Defendants by the Settlement Administrator. 

D. In the event the Settlement Class Representatives exercise their option to withdraw 

from the Settlement pursuant to Section XVI(A), within thirty (30) days of the Settlement Class 

Representatives’ providing notice of such withdrawal, Class Counsel shall deposit into the Escrow 

Account an amount equal to the total of payments made to date from the Escrow Account for any 

Notice or Administrative Expenses, and the Settlement Administrator shall promptly refund that 

amount to the BMW Defendants. 

E. Other than as set forth in this Section XVI, no Party may terminate or withdraw 

from the Settlement based on changes in law within the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit 

or elsewhere, or findings of fact or law reached in separate actions or proceedings, including but 

not limited to any litigation or regulatory action or proceeding concerning or relating in any way 

to emissions regulations, compliance, or preemption. 

F. The exercise of any option to withdraw from the Settlement shall be, and the Parties 

shall continue to endeavor to resolve the claims asserted in this litigation, in good faith.  

XVII. EFFECTIVE DATE 

A. The Effective Date of this Agreement shall be the first business day after each and 

all of the following conditions have occurred: 

1. This Agreement has been fully executed by all Parties and their counsel; 

2. Orders have been entered by the Court certifying the Settlement Class, 

granting preliminary approval of this Agreement and approving the form of notice, all as provided 

above; 
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3. The Settlement Administrator causes the Class Notice to be disseminated in 

accordance with the Preliminary Approval Order; 

4. The Court has entered a Final Order and Judgment finally approving this 

Agreement, as provided above; and 

5. The Final Order and Judgment has become Final. 

B. If, for any reason, this Agreement fails to become Final pursuant to this Section 

XVII, the orders, judgment, and dismissal to be entered pursuant to this Agreement shall be 

vacated, and the Parties will be returned to the status quo ante with respect to the Action as if the 

Parties had never entered into this Agreement. 

XVIII.  ADDITIONAL PROVISIONS 

A. Settlement Purposes Only.  This Agreement is for settlement purposes only.  

Neither the fact of nor any provision contained in this Agreement nor any action taken hereunder 

shall constitute or be construed as an admission of the validity of any claim or any fact alleged in 

the Action or of any wrongdoing, fault, violation of law or liability of any kind on the part of the 

BMW Defendants or any admission by the BMW Defendants of any claim or allegation made in 

any action or proceeding against the BMW Defendants or any concession as to the validity of any 

of the claims asserted by the Settlement Class Representatives in the Action.  This Agreement shall 

not be offered or be admissible in evidence against the Parties or cited or referred to in any action 

or proceeding, except in an action or proceeding brought to enforce its terms.  Nothing contained 

herein is, or shall be construed or admissible as, an admission by the BMW Defendants that the 

Settlement Class Representatives’ claims or any similar claims are either valid or suitable for class 

treatment. 

B. Entire Agreement. This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the 

Parties with regard to the Settlement of the Action.  This Agreement supersedes all prior 
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negotiations and agreements and may not be modified or amended except by a writing signed by 

the Parties and their respective counsel.  The Parties acknowledge, stipulate, and agree that no 

covenant, obligation, condition, representation, warranty, inducement, negotiation or 

understanding concerning any part of the subject matter of this Agreement has been made or 

relied on except as expressly set forth in this Agreement.  The Recitals and Exhibits to this 

Agreement are an integral part of the Settlement and are expressly incorporated and made a part 

of this Agreement. 

C. Modification or Amendment.  This Settlement Agreement, including all Exhibits 

attached hereto, may not be modified or amended except in writing signed by all of the Parties or 

their counsel. 

D. Waivers.  There shall be no waiver of any term or condition absent an express 

writing to that effect by the non-waiving Party.  No waiver of any term or condition in this 

Agreement shall be construed as a waiver of a subsequent breach or failure of the same term or 

condition, or waiver of any other term or condition of this Agreement. 

E. Cooperation Between the Parties; Further Acts. The Parties agree to cooperate 

with each other in good faith to accomplish the terms of this Settlement Agreement, including the 

execution and delivery of such documents and such other actions as are reasonably necessary to 

implement the terms of this Agreement and obtain the Court’s final approval of the Settlement 

Agreement, including the entry of an order dismissing the Action with prejudice. 

F. Best Efforts.  If there are any developments in the effectuation and administration 

of this Agreement that are not dealt with by the terms of this Agreement, then the Parties shall 

confer in good faith regarding such matters; and such matters shall be dealt with as agreed upon 

by the Parties, and if the Parties cannot reach an agreement, as shall be ordered by the Court.  The 
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Parties shall execute all documents and use their best efforts to perform all acts necessary and 

proper to promptly effectuate the terms of this Agreement and to take all necessary or appropriate 

actions to obtain judicial approval of this Agreement in order to give this Agreement full force and 

effect.  The execution of all such documents must take place prior to the Preliminary Approval 

Hearing. 

G. No Prior Assignment, Transfer or Conveyance of Released Claims.  The 

Settlement Class Representatives represent and warrant that no portion of any claim, right, demand, 

action, or cause of action against the Released BMW Parties that the Settlement Class 

Representatives, or any of them, have or may have arising out of any allegations made in any of the 

actions comprising the Action or pertaining to any of the Released Claims, and no portion of any 

recovery or settlement to which the Settlement Class Representatives, or any of them, may be 

entitled, has been assigned, transferred, or conveyed by or for the Settlement Class Representatives, 

or any of them, in any manner; and no person other than the Settlement Class Representatives has 

any legal or equitable interest in the claims, demands, actions, or causes of action referred to in this 

Agreement as those of the Settlement Class Representatives. 

H. Binding Effect. This Agreement shall be binding upon the Parties and, with respect 

to the Settlement Class Representatives and all Settlement Class Members, their spouses, children, 

representatives, heirs, administrators, executors, beneficiaries, conservators, attorneys, successors 

and assigns.  

I. Drafting; Materiality of Terms. This Agreement shall not be construed more 

strictly against one Party than another merely because this Agreement may have been drafted or 

otherwise prepared in full or substantial part by counsel for one of the Parties, it being recognized 

that because of the arms-length negotiations resulting in the Agreement, all Parties hereto have 
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contributed substantially and materially to the preparation of the Agreement.  All terms, conditions 

and Exhibits are material and necessary to this Agreement and have been relied upon by the Parties 

in entering into this Agreement.  

J. Governing Law. This Agreement shall in all respects be interpreted, enforced and 

governed by and under the laws of the State of New Jersey, without regard to choice of law 

principles.  

K. Continuing Jurisdiction. The Court shall retain continuing and exclusive 

jurisdiction over the Parties to this Agreement for the purpose of the administration and 

enforcement of this Agreement.   

L. Confidentiality.  All agreements made during the course of the Action relating to 

the confidentiality of information shall survive this Agreement.  The Parties and their counsel 

agree to keep the contents of this Agreement confidential until the date on which the Motion for 

Preliminary Approval is filed; provided, however, that this Section shall not prevent (1) the BMW 

Defendants from disclosing such information, prior to the date on which the Motion for 

Preliminary Approval is filed, to state and federal agencies, independent accountants, actuaries, 

advisors, financial analysts, insurers or attorneys; (2) the BMW Defendants from disclosing such 

information based on the substance of this Agreement; and/or (3) the Parties and their counsel 

from disclosing such information to persons or entities (such as experts, courts, co-counsel, and/or 

administrators) to whom the Parties agree disclosure must be made in order to effectuate the terms 

and conditions of this Agreement. 

M. Each Party to Bear Own Costs.  Except as otherwise provided in this Settlement 

Agreement, each party to this Settlement Agreement shall bear his or its own costs of the Action. 
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N. Return of Documents.  Within forty-five (45) days after the Effective Date, the 

Parties will comply with Paragraph 24 in the Stipulated Discovery Confidentiality Order entered 

in the Action.  (Dkt. 150). 

O. Representation by Counsel.  The Parties are represented by competent counsel, 

and they have had an opportunity to consult and have consulted with counsel prior to executing 

this Settlement Agreement.  Each Party represents that it understands the terms and consequences 

of executing this Settlement Agreement and executes it and agrees to be bound by the terms set 

forth herein knowingly, intelligently, and voluntarily. 

P. No Tax Advice. Neither the Parties nor their counsel intend anything contained 

herein to constitute legal advice regarding the taxability of any amount paid hereunder.  No Person 

shall rely on anything in this Settlement Agreement to provide tax advice, and any Person, 

including, without limitation, Settlement Class Representatives and Settlement Class Members, 

shall obtain his, her, or its own independent tax advice with respect to any payment under this 

Settlement Agreement. 

Q. Taxes.  The Settlement Class Representatives, Class Counsel and Settlement Class 

Members shall be responsible for paying all federal, state, and local taxes due on any payments 

made to them pursuant to the Settlement Agreement. 

R. Extensions.  The Parties reserve the right, subject to the Court’s approval, to agree 

to any reasonable extensions of time that might be necessary to carry out any of the provisions of 

this Settlement Agreement. 

S. Administration of Agreement.  No person shall have any claim against the 

Settlement Class Representatives, Class Counsel, the BMW Defendants, the BMW Defendants’ 

Counsel, the Settlement Administrator or the Released Parties or their agents based on 
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administration of the Settlement substantially in accordance with the terms of the Agreement or 

any order of the Court or any appellate court. 

T. Severability.  In the event any one or more of the provisions contained in this 

Agreement shall for any reason be held to be invalid, illegal, or unenforceable in any respect, such 

invalidity, illegality, or unenforceability shall not affect any other provision if the BMW 

Defendants, and Class Counsel, on behalf of the Settlement Class Representatives and Settlement 

Class Members, mutually agree in writing to proceed as if such invalid, illegal, or unenforceable 

provision had never been included in this Agreement.  Any such agreement shall be reviewed and 

approved by the Court before it becomes effective. 

U. Communications.  Aside from communications the Parties may have with their 

counsel, Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants agree not to engage in any 

communications with the media or the press, on the internet, or in any public forum, orally or in 

writing, that relate to this Settlement or the Action other than statements that are fully consistent 

with the Class Notice or otherwise approved by the Parties. 

V. When Agreement Becomes Effective; Counterparts. This Agreement shall 

become effective upon its full execution. The Parties may execute this Agreement in one or more 

counterparts, and execution in counterparts shall have the same force and effect as if all Parties 

had signed the same instrument.  

W. Subheadings. The headings used in this Agreement are for the convenience of the 

reader only and shall not affect the meaning or interpretation of this Agreement.  In construing this 

Agreement, the use of the singular includes the plural (and vice-versa) and the use of the masculine 

includes the feminine (and vice-versa). 
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X. Stay of Proceedings.  The Parties stipulate to stay all proceedings in the Action 

until the approval of this Agreement has been finally determined, except the stay of proceedings 

shall not prevent the filing of any motions, affidavits, and other matters necessary to obtain and 

preserve final judicial approval of this Agreement. 

Y. Authority.  Each person executing this Settlement Agreement on behalf of any 

Party warrants that such person has the authority to do so. This Settlement Agreement shall be 

binding upon, and inure to the benefit of, each of the Parties’ respective agents, heirs, executors, 

administrators, successors, and assigns. 

Z. Offer of Compromise.  The Parties expressly acknowledge and agree that this 

Settlement Agreement and its exhibits, along with all related drafts, motions, pleadings, 

conversations, negotiations, related notes, and correspondence, constitute an offer of compromise 

and a compromise within the meaning of Federal Rule of Evidence 408 and any equivalent rule of 

evidence in any state or territory. 

AA. Future Use of Settlement Agreement.  Any of the Released Parties may file this 

Settlement Agreement and/or the Final Approval Order in any action that may be brought against 

it in order to support any defense or counterclaim, including, without limitation, those based on 

principles of res judicata, collateral estoppel, release, good faith settlement, judgment bar or 

reduction, or any other theory of claim preclusion or issue preclusion or similar defense or 

counterclaim. 

[REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

 
 
GARNER RICKMAN, et al., individually 
and on behalf of all others similarly 
situated, 
 
 Plaintiffs, 
 
 v. 
 
BMW OF NORTH AMERICA, LLC, a 
Delaware corporation; and BAYERISCHE 
MOTOREN WERKE 
AKTIENGESELLSCHAFT (BMW AG), 
 
 Defendants. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Civ. Action No. 2:18-cv-04363 (EP) (JBC) 
 
 
Hon. Evelyn Padin, U.S.D.J 

  

[PROPOSED] ORDER GRANTING PRELIMINARY 
APPROVAL OF CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

Plaintiffs Charles Rogers, Brian Beckner, Chad Maccanelli, Werner Rogmans, Garner 

Rickman, Darshan Patel, Alexander VanDamme, Irving Cohen, Angela Hughes, Charles 

Chapman, Miguel Fragoso, Tom Hoffman, Salomon Campos, Dean Werner, Alfredo Arias, Kyle 

Kern, Erica Olson, and Eric Stenglein (collectively, the “Settlement Class Representatives” and, 

collectively, with the members of the Settlement Class, the “Settlement Class Members”), on the 

one hand, and BMW of North America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft 

(the “BMW Defendants”), on the other hand, have entered into a Class Action Settlement 

Agreement and Release entered into as of _________ ___, 2023 (the “Settlement Agreement”) to 

settle the above-captioned litigation (the “Action”).  The Settlement Agreement, together with its 

exhibits incorporated herein, sets forth the terms and conditions for a proposed settlement and 

dismissal with prejudice of the Action.  Additionally, Class Counsel has filed a Motion for 
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Preliminary Approval of Class Action Settlement, Preliminary Certification, and Approval of 

Notice Plan Pursuant to Federal Rule of Civil Procedure 23(e)(1) (the “Motion”).1 

Having thoroughly reviewed the Settlement Agreement and its exhibits, the Motion, the 

pleadings and other papers on file in this action and statements of counsel, the Court finds that the 

Motion should be GRANTED and that this Preliminary Approval Order should be entered.   

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COURT HEREBY FINDS, CONCLUDES AND ORDERS 

THE FOLLOWING: 

1. The Parties have agreed to a class action settlement of all Released Claims.  

Plaintiffs seek, and for purposes of settlement only the BMW Defendants do not object to, 

certification of a Settlement Class defined as follows: 

All Persons who purchased or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 
xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before the Preliminary 
Approval Date. 

Specifically excluded from the Settlement Class are the following persons: 

(i) the BMW Defendants and their officers, directors, and employees; 
and the BMW Defendants’ corporate affiliates and corporate 
affiliates’ officers, directors, and employees; the BMW Defendants 
and their officers, directors, and employees; and the BMW 
Defendants’ corporate affiliates and corporate affiliates’ officers, 
directors, and employees;  

(ii) Class Counsel; 

(iii) The judges who have presided over the Action;  

(iv) Persons who have settled with, released, or otherwise had claims 
dismissed with prejudice or had claims adjudicated on the merits 
against the BMW Defendants arising from the same allegations or 
circumstances as the Action; and 

                                                 
1 Terms used herein shall have the meaning accorded to them in the Settlement Agreement except 
to the extent otherwise specified herein. 
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(v) All other persons who have timely elected to become Opt-Outs from
the Settlement Class in accordance with the Court’s Orders.

The Court expressly reserves the right to determine, should the occasion arise, whether 

Plaintiffs’ proposed claims may be certified as a class action for purposes other than settlement, 

and the BMW Defendants hereby retain all rights to argue that Plaintiffs’ proposed claims may not 

be certified for class treatment except for settlement purposes. 

2. For purposes of preliminary approval, this Court assesses the Settlement

Agreement under 23(e).  Under Rule 23(e)(1)(B), the Court “must direct notice in a 

reasonable manner” to proposed Settlement Class Members “if giving notice is justified by the 

parties’ showing that the court will likely be able to (i) approve the proposal [as fair, reasonable, 

and adequate] under Rule 23(e)(2) and (ii) certify the class for purposes of judgment on the 

proposal.”  Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(e)(1)(B). 

Likely Approval As Fair, Reasonable And Adequate 

3. To determine whether the Settlement Agreement is fair, reasonable and adequate,

Rule 23(e)(2) directs the Court to consider whether: 

(A) the class representatives and class counsel have adequately represented the
class; (B) the proposal was negotiated at arm’s length; (C) the relief provided
for the class is adequate, taking into account:  (i) the costs, risks, and delay of
trial and appeal; (ii) the effectiveness of any proposed method of distributing
relief to the class, including the method of processing class-member claims;
(iii) the terms of any proposed award of attorney’s fees, including timing of
payment; and (iv) any agreement required to be identified under Rule 23(e)(3);
and (D) the proposal treats class members equitably relative to each other.

Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(e)(2). 

4. The Settlement Class Representatives are adequately representing the proposed

Settlement Class:  they share the same alleged injury (that they owned or leased vehicles that were 

allegedly equipped with so-called “defeat devices” that turned off or down emissions controls 

when the vehicles were in normal operation and not in a regulatory testing environment) and the 

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 59 of 93 PageID: 8651



4 

same interest.  Steve Berman of Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro, LLP, James E. Cecchi of Carella  

Byrne  Cecchi  Brody Agnel , P.C., and Christopher A. Seeger of Seeger Weiss LLP are 

experienced class counsel who are adequately representing the proposed Settlement Class. 

5. There is no question that the Parties are at arm’s length.  The Settlement Agreement

appears to be the result of extensive, non-collusive, arm’s-length negotiations between experienced 

counsel who were thoroughly informed of the strengths and weaknesses of the case through 

extensive pre-mediation discovery and whose negotiations were supervised by respected class 

action mediator, the Honorable Wayne Anderson (Ret.) of JAMS. 

6. The Settlement Agreement provides adequate relief to the proposed Settlement

Class.  The BMW Defendants have agreed to pay $6,000,000 to cover Cash Awards, Notice and 

Administrative Costs, Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, Service Awards, Taxes and Tax Expenses.  From 

that amount, Settlement Class Members who submit a Valid Claim Form are eligible to receive a 

Cash Award consisting of a pro rata share of the Net Settlement Fund in an amount proportional 

to their length of ownership and/or lease of their Class Vehicle.  If the Settlement Agreement had 

not been reached, the Parties planned to vigorously contest this matter, including the BMW 

Defendants’ expected motion for summary judgment as well as class certification, and Plaintiffs’ 

chances at trial also would have been uncertain.  In light of the costs, risks and delay of trial and 

appeal, this relief is at least adequate for purposes of Rule 23(e)(1).   

7. There is no reason to doubt the effectiveness of distributing relief under the

Settlement Agreement.  As further addressed below, the Parties propose a Class Notice Program, 

which is detailed in the Settlement Agreement, which the Court finds is reasonably calculated to 

reach nearly all members of the proposed Settlement Class. 
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8. This Court will fully assess the request of Class Counsel for Attorneys’ Fees and 

Costs and Service Awards after receiving their motion supporting such request.  At this stage, the 

Court finds that the plan to request fees to be paid from the Net Settlement Fund creates no reason 

not to direct notice to the proposed Settlement Class.  In particular, should the Court find any 

aspect of the requested Attorneys’ Fees and Costs unsupported or unwarranted, such funds will 

instead be returned to Settlement Class Members, not the BMW Defendants, and therefore the 

Settlement Class would not be prejudiced by directing notice at this time. 

9. No agreements exist between the Parties aside from the Settlement Agreement, with 

the exception of an agreement described generally in the Settlement Agreement that allows the 

BMW Defendants and Class Counsel to terminate the Settlement Agreement in certain defined 

circumstances. 

10. The Settlement Agreement treats members of the proposed Settlement Class 

equitably relative to each other because all members of the proposed Settlement Class are eligible 

for a pro rata amount of the Net Settlement Fund.  These are equitable terms. 

11. Having thoroughly reviewed the Settlement Agreement, the supporting exhibits and 

the Parties’ arguments, this Court finds that the Settlement Agreement is fair, reasonable and 

adequate to warrant providing notice to the Settlement Class, and thus likely to be approved, 

subject to further consideration at the Fairness Hearing to be conducted as described below. 

12. The Court preliminarily approves the Settlement Agreement subject to the Fairness 

Hearing for purposes of deciding whether to grant final approval to the Settlement. This  

determination permitting notice to the Settlement Class is not a final finding, but a determination  

that there is probable cause to submit the proposed Settlement Agreement to the Settlement Class 
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Members and to hold a Fairness Hearing to consider the fairness, reasonableness, and adequacy of 

the proposed Settlement. 

Likely Certification Of Settlement Class 

13. The Court assesses the likelihood that it will be able to certify the proposed

Settlement Class under Rules 23(a) and 23(b)(3) (because this Settlement Class seeks damages).  

See Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(a)-(b).  The Court makes this assessment for the purposes of settlement only 

at this time. 

14. As to the requirements of Rule 23(a) for settlement purposes only, (i) the Settlement

Class provisionally certified herein includes thousands of individuals, and joinder of all would be 

impracticable, (ii) there are questions of law and fact common to the Settlement Class, (iii) the 

Settlement Class Representatives’ claims are typical of the claims of the Settlement Class they 

seek to represent for purposes of settlement and (iv) the Settlement Class Representatives are 

adequate representatives of the Settlement Class.  As to the requirements of Rule 23(b)(3) for 

settlement purposes only, questions of law and fact common to the Settlement Class predominate 

over any questions affecting any individual Settlement Class Member, and a class action on behalf 

of the Settlement Class is superior to other available means of settling and disposing of this dispute.  

Because the Settlement Agreement contemplates that no trial of the claims asserted in the 

Consolidated Class Action Complaint will be necessary, however, the Court makes no finding as 

to the manageability of adjudicating those claims on a class basis.  See Amchem Products, Inc. v. 

Windsor, 521 U.S. 591 (1997). 

15. For these reasons, pursuant to Rule 23, and for settlement purposes only, the Court

finds it will likely certify the Settlement Class defined above in Paragraph 1 of this Order and 

preliminarily certifies the Settlement Class.  This finding is subject to further consideration at the 

Fairness Hearing to be conducted as described below. 
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16. The Court hereby preliminarily appoints, for settlement purposes only, Settlement

Class Representatives as representatives of the Settlement Class.  Pursuant to Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(g), 

the Court hereby preliminarily appoints, for settlement purposes only, Steve Berman of Hagens 

Berman Sobol Shapiro, LLP, James Cecchi of Carella  Byrne  Cecchi  Brody Agnell , P.C., 

and Christopher A. Seeger of Seeger Weiss LLP as Class Counsel for the Settlement Class. 

Approval Of The Manner And Form Of Notice 

17. been selected to serve as the Settlement Administrator under the terms of

the Settlement Agreement.  The Court hereby appoints to serve as the Settlement 

Administrator in accordance with the provisions of Section VII of the Settlement Agreement. 

18. The Court approves the Class Notice Program, the content of which is without

material alteration from Exhibits , and  to the Settlement Agreement. 

19. The Court approves the creation of the Settlement Website, as defined in Section

II(UU) of the Settlement Agreement, that shall include, at a minimum, copies of the Settlement 

Agreement and the Class Notice, and shall be maintained in accordance with the provisions of 

Section VIII(C) of the Settlement Agreement. 

20. The Court finds that the Class Notice Program as set forth in the Settlement

Agreement, filed concurrently with Plaintiffs’ Motion for Preliminary Approval, (a) is the best 

practicable notice, (b) is reasonable and constitutes due, adequate and sufficient notice to all 

Persons entitled to receive notice, (c) is reasonably calculated, under the circumstances, to apprise 

the Settlement Class of the pendency of the Action and of their right to object to or to exclude 

themselves from the Settlement and (d) meets all applicable requirements of applicable law.  The 

Class Notice Program satisfies the requirements of Fed. R. Civ. P. 23(c)(2)(B) and due process. 

The Court therefore approves the Class Notice Program and the notice documents substantially in 

the form attached as the exhibits to Plaintiffs’ Motion. 
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21. The Court orders the Settlement Administrator to file proof of compliance with the

Class Notice Program at least twenty-one (21) days before the Fairness Hearing. 

Participation In, Exclusion From Or Objection To The Settlement 

22. Each form described in this section shall be deemed to be submitted when

postmarked or when electronically received by the Settlement Administrator if submitted 

electronically. 

23. Settlement Class Members must complete, sign and submit a Claim Form in

accordance with the instructions contained therein.  All Claim Forms must be submitted or 

postmarked no later than ninety (90) Days after the Fairness Hearing.   

24. To be valid, a Claim Form must be properly completed and signed and timely

submitted in accordance with the preceding paragraph. 

25. The Court finds that the Claim Form attached to the Settlement Agreement as

Exhibit __, and the amount of time provided to Settlement Class Members to submit Valid Claims 

for Cash Awards, are fair, reasonable, and adequate. 

26. The Court orders any Person who wishes to exclude himself or herself from the

Settlement Class to submit an appropriate, timely request for exclusion that:  

a. Has the signature of the member of the Settlement Class, even if

represented by counsel; 

b. States the name, address and telephone number of the Settlement

Class Member requesting exclusion; 

c. Includes the VIN of the Class Vehicle forming the basis of the

Person’s inclusion in the Settlement Class definition and a statement as to whether 

the Person owns/owned or leases/leased the Class Vehicle and the beginning and 
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end dates (if applicable) of the Settlement Class Member’s ownership or lease of 

the Class Vehicle; and 

d. Contains a clear and unambiguous statement communicating that

such Person elects to be excluded from the Settlement Class, does not wish to be a 

Settlement Class Member and elects to be excluded from any judgment entered 

pursuant to the Settlement.   

27. Members of the Settlement Class who wish to be excluded from the Settlement

Class must do so with respect all claims against the BMW Defendants.  A member of the 

Settlement Class may opt out on an individual basis only; so-called “mass” or “class” opt outs 

shall not be allowed.   

28. All requests for exclusion must be postmarked no later than seventy-five (75) days

after the entrance of this Order.  Any member of the Settlement Class who submits a timely request 

for exclusion may not file an objection to the Settlement and shall be deemed to have waived any 

rights or benefits under the Settlement Agreement.   

29. Any Settlement Class Member who fails to submit a timely and complete request

for exclusion sent to the proper address shall be subject to and bound by the Settlement Agreement 

and every order or judgment entered pursuant to the Settlement Agreement.  Any purported request 

for exclusion or other communication sent to such address that is unclear or internally inconsistent 

with respect to the desire of the member of the Settlement Class to be excluded from the Settlement 

Class will be deemed invalid unless determined otherwise by the Court.  Requests for exclusion 

signed only by counsel or another representative shall not be permitted. 

30. Any Settlement Class Member who wishes to object to the Settlement Agreement

or the proposed settlement or to the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs must file with the Court a written 

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 65 of 93 PageID: 8657



10 

objection no later than seventy-five (75) days after the entrance of this Order.  Such objection 

must: 

a. State the printed name, address and telephone number of the

Settlement Class Member objecting; 

b. Include the VIN of the Class Vehicle forming the basis of the

Settlement Class Member’s inclusion in the Settlement Class and the beginning and 

end dates (if applicable) of the Settlement Class Member’s ownership or lease of 

the Class Vehicle; 

c. State whether the Settlement Class Member is represented by

counsel and, if so, the name and contact information of counsel; 

d. Contain a detailed written statement of each objection asserted,

including the grounds for objection, any legal authority in support of such objection 

and reasons for appearing and being heard;  

e. Contain copies of any papers, briefs, declarations, affidavits or other

documents upon which the objection is based; 

f. Contain a statement indicating whether the objector intends to

appear at the Fairness Hearing (either personally or through counsel who files an 

appearance with the Court in accordance with the Local Rules), and a list of all 

persons, if any, who will be called to testify in support of the objection;  

g. Contain a list of all cases in which the Settlement Class Member or

Settlement Class Member’s counsel filed an objection or in any way participated —

financially or otherwise—in objecting to a class settlement during the preceding 

five years; and  
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h. Contain the Settlement Class Member’s signature, in addition to the 

signature of the objector’s attorney (if any).  An attorney’s signature alone shall not 

be deemed sufficient to satisfy this requirement.   

31. The Settlement Class Member must also serve by mail or hand delivery the 

Settlement Class Member’s objection, including all papers or evidence in support thereof, upon 

the Settlement Administrator, Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants, at the 

addresses set forth in the Class Notice.   

32. Any Settlement Class Member who fails to properly and timely file a written 

objection with the Court, along with the required information and documentation set forth in 

Paragraph 30 above, or to serve them as required in Paragraph 31 above, shall not be heard during 

the Fairness Hearing, shall not have his or her objections be considered by the Court and shall be 

foreclosed from seeking any adjudication or review of the Settlement by appeal or otherwise.   

33. Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants may respond to any objection 

filed by a Settlement Class Member, and must file such a response with the Court no later than 

seven (7) days prior to the Fairness Hearing. 

34. Settlement Class Members may not both object and opt out.  If a member of the 

Settlement Class submits both a request for exclusion and an objection, the request for exclusion 

shall be controlling. 

35. Any attorney hired by a Settlement Class Member for the purpose of objecting to 

the Settlement Agreement, the proposed Settlement, or the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs will be at 

the Settlement Class Member’s expense.   

36. Any attorney hired by a Settlement Class Member for the purpose of objecting to 

the proposed Settlement or to the Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and who intends to make an 
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appearance at the Fairness Hearing must provide to the Settlement Administrator (who shall 

forward it to Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants) and file with the Clerk of the 

Court a notice of intention to appear no later than seventy-five (75) days after the entrance of this 

Order. 

37. Any Settlement Class Member who files and serves a written objection and who 

intends to make an appearance at the Fairness Hearing must provide to the Settlement 

Administrator (who shall forward it to Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants) and 

file with the Court a notice of intention to appear no later than seventy-five (75) days after the 

entrance of this Order. 

38. The Court orders the Settlement Administrator to establish a post office box in the 

name of the Settlement Administrator to be used for receiving requests for exclusion, objections, 

notices of intention to appear and any other communications.  Only the Settlement Administrator, 

Class Counsel, the BMW Defendants’ Counsel, the BMW Defendants, the Court, the Clerk of the 

Court and their designated agents shall have access to this post office box, except as otherwise 

provided in the Settlement Agreement. 

39. The Court orders the Settlement Administrator to promptly furnish Class Counsel 

and Counsel for the BMW Defendants with copies of any and all written requests for exclusion, 

notices of intention to appear or other communications that come into its possession, except as 

expressly provided in the Settlement Agreement. 

40. The Court orders that Class Counsel shall file their applications for the Attorneys’ 

Fees and Costs and Settlement Class Representatives’ Service Awards in accordance with the 

terms set forth in Section XI of the Settlement Agreement. 
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41. The Court orders the Settlement Administrator to provide Class Counsel and 

Counsel for the BMW Defendants with copies of all requests for exclusion on a weekly basis by 

email and to provide the Opt-Out List to Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW Defendants no 

later than seven (7) days after the Opt-Out and Objection Date.  The Court further orders Class 

Counsel to file with the Court the Opt-Out List with an affidavit from the Settlement Administrator 

attesting to the completeness and accuracy thereof no later than three (3) business days thereafter 

or on such other date as the Parties may direct. 

Final Approval Hearing And Related Deadlines 

42. This Court will hold a Fairness Hearing, on [  ] at [  ], in the United States 

District Court for District of New Jersey, Courtroom MLK 4C, 50 Walnut Street, Newark, New 

Jersey 07102 or by remote means as ordered by the Court.  The purposes of the Fairness Hearing 

will be to consider the fairness, reasonableness and adequacy of the proposed Settlement and the 

application for an award of Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses, and to consider whether the Court 

should issue a Final Order and Judgment approving the Settlement, granting Class Counsel’s 

application for Attorneys’ Fees and Expenses, granting the Service Awards application by 

Settlement Class Representatives and dismissing the claims against the BMW Defendants with 

prejudice.   

43. The Court reserves the right to adjourn the Fairness Hearing without further notice 

to Settlement Class Members, or to approve the Settlement with modification without further 

notice to Settlement Class Members. 

44. Class Counsel’s papers in support of any application for Attorneys’ Fees and 

Expenses and/or Service Awards shall be filed no later than thirty (30) days after the entrance of 

this Order. 
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45. Class Counsel’s papers in support of final approval of the Settlement shall be filed 

no later than eighty-five (85) days prior after the entrance of this Order. 

Effects Of This Preliminary Approval Order 

46. All members of the Settlement Class, unless and until they have timely and properly 

excluded themselves from the Settlement Class, are preliminarily enjoined from (a) filing, 

commencing, prosecuting, intervening in or participating as plaintiff, claimant, participant or class 

member in any other lawsuit or administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other proceeding in any 

jurisdiction based on, relating to or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and 

circumstances giving rise to the Action and/or the Released Claims, (b) filing, commencing, 

participating in or prosecuting a lawsuit or administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other 

proceeding as a class action on behalf of any member of the Settlement Class, regardless of 

whether or not they have been excluded from the Settlement Class, based on, relating to or arising 

out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and circumstances giving rise to the Action 

and/or the Released Claims and (c) attempting to effect Opt-Outs of a class of individuals in this 

lawsuit or any other lawsuit or administrative, regulatory, arbitration or other proceeding based 

on, relating to or arising out of the claims and causes of action or the facts and circumstances 

giving rise to the Action and/or the Released Claims.  Entry of the Preliminary Approval Order is 

not intended to prevent Settlement Class Members from participating in any action or investigation 

initiated by a state or federal agency.    

47. Any member of the Settlement Class who does not submit a timely, written request 

for exclusion from the Settlement Class (i.e., become an Opt-Out) will be bound by all 

proceedings, orders and judgments in the Action, even if such Settlement Class Member has 

previously initiated or subsequently initiates individual litigation or other proceedings 

encompassed by the Release. 
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48. If for any reason the Settlement fails to become effective in accordance with its 

terms, or if the judgment is not entered or is reversed, vacated or materially modified on appeal 

(and, in the event of material modification (which shall not include any reduction to an award of 

Attorneys’ Fees and Costs or to the Service Awards), if either party elects to terminate the 

Settlement), this Order shall be null and void, the Settlement Agreement shall be deemed 

terminated (except for any paragraphs that, pursuant to the terms of the Settlement Agreement, 

survive termination of the Settlement Agreement), and the Parties shall return to their positions 

without prejudice in any way, as provided for in the Settlement Agreement. 

 

Dated:    /s/  
Evelyn Padin  
United States District Judge 
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Your claim must be 
postmarked or 

submitted online by: 
[DATE] 

BMW X5 xDrive35d & 335d Settlement 
c/o Settlement Administrator 

[Address] 
1-XXX-XXX-XXXX 

www.[URL].com 

BMW 

 
BMW X5 XDRIVE35D & 335D SETTLEMENT CLAIM FORM 

 
I. INSTRUCTIONS 

 

You can submit this form by mail to BMW X5 xDrive35d & 335d Settlement, c/o Settlement Administrator, 
[Address], or you can file claims online at www.[URL].com.  The deadline to submit or postmark a claim is 
[DATE].  
 
Please carefully read the Class Notice (available at www.[URL].com) regarding the Settlement before filling out 
this form.  Terms in this Claim Form are defined in the Class Notice and/or the Settlement Agreement, both of 
which are available at the Settlement Website (www.[URL].com), or by calling 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX or emailing 
info@[URL].com.    
 

II. OPTIONS FOR OWNERS OR LESSESS OF CLASS VEHICLES 
 

If you purchased or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on 
or before [Preliminary Approval Date] and would like a cash payment pursuant to the Settlement Agreement, you 
must complete this Claim Form, including all supporting documentation, by the applicable claims deadline.  If 
you do not fill out this Claim Form and do not exclude yourself from the Settlement Class, you will give up your 
legal rights and receive no cash payment. 

After the Claims Program has begun, the Settlement Administrator will review your Claim Form and supporting 
documentation for completeness and eligibility.  The Settlement Administrator will notify you if there is a 
deficiency with your claim or supporting information. 
 
If you owned/own or leased/lease more than one model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 
BMW 335d vehicle, you must submit a Claim Form and supporting documentation for each vehicle. 
 

ALL CLAIMS ARE SUBJECT TO VERIFICATION. 
 
 

PLEASE KEEP A COPY OF YOUR COMPLETED CLAIM FORM FOR YOUR RECORDS. 
 
 

INCOMPLETE CLAIMS WILL NOT BE PAID.  YOU WILL BE NOTIFIED IF YOUR CLAIM IS 
INCOMPLETE SO THAT YOU CAN COMPLETE IT. 

 
 

IMPORTANT: BEFORE FILLING OUT THIS FORM, PLEASE READ THIS ENTIRE CLAIM FORM 
AND THE CLASS LONG FORM NOTICE CAREFULLY.  THE CLASS LONG FORM NOTICE 

CONTAINS ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REGARDING YOUR ELIGIBILITY FOR 
SETTLEMENT BENEFITS AND OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

 
 
 

III.  CLAIMANT INFORMATION 
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First Name  MI  Last Name 
                              
 
Mailing Address, Line 1   
                              
 
Mailing Address, Line 2   
                              
 
 
City   State   Zip Code 
                              
 
Telephone Number (Primary)       Telephone Number (Secondary) 

   -    -              -    -     
 
Email Address 
                              

 
IV.  CLASS VEHICLE INFORMATION 

 
Please identify your Class Vehicle by checking the box next to your vehicle model and model year.  Please check only one 
box in each column.  If you have a claim for more than one Class Vehicle, you must submit a separate Claim Form and 
supporting documentation for each vehicle. 

Class Vehicle List 
Model Model Year 

 BMW X5 xDrive35d  2009    2010    2011    2012    2013 

 BMW 335d  2009    2010    2011 
 
Please enter the Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) of the Class Vehicle you selected above.  The VIN can be found on 
the dashboard of the vehicle and is 17 characters long. 

Be sure to write clearly and neatly.  To avoid confusion between letters and numbers, please enter the numbers 
in the same format as the chart below. 
 

Zero One Two Three Four Five Six Seven Eight Nine 

Ø 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

 
VIN Number 

                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Status of Ownership or Lease 
Please select one of the following: 
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 I currently own the vehicle and did not purchase it from a lease. 

 I currently own the vehicle and purchased it from a lease. 
 I currently lease the vehicle. 

 I previously owned the vehicle and no longer possess it. 
 I previously leased the vehicle and no longer possess it. 

 
Dates of Ownership or Lease Period 
Please enter the date you purchased the vehicle or began leasing the vehicle (MM/DD/YYYY).  If you 
purchased the vehicle from a lease, please enter the date of purchase. 
 

____ / ____ / ________  

If you still own or lease the vehicle, check here:  
 
If you no longer own or lease the vehicle*, please enter the date you sold the vehicle or the date you surrendered 
the vehicle due to your lease ending (MM/DD/YYYY): 
 

____ / ____ / ________  
*If your vehicle was totaled, enter the date the vehicle was transferred to an insurance company (or otherwise 
sold to a junkyard, salvage dealer, or the equivalent). 
 

V. SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 
 
You must include a copy of the following supporting documentation with your Claim Form to complete your 
claim: 
 

IF YOU: DOCUMENTS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE YOUR CLAIM*: 

Currently own the vehicle 

 Your current vehicle registration 
 Your driver’s license or other government-issued photo identification 
 Proof that you purchased the vehicle and when (which may include 

your bill of sale, title, registration from time of purchase, DMV 
registration history, financing agreement, or insurance documentation 
listing your date of vehicle purchase) 

Currently lease the vehicle 
 Your current vehicle registration 
 Your driver’s license or other government-issued photo identification 
 Your lease agreement or proof of a monthly lease payment 

Previously owned the vehicle 

 Your driver’s license or other government-issued photo identification 
 Proof that you purchased the vehicle and when (which may include 

your bill of sale, title, registration from time of purchase, DMV 
registration history, financing agreement, or insurance documentation 
listing your date of vehicle purchase) 

 Proof of when you sold or transferred title to the vehicle (which may 
include a bill of sale, copy of title transfer, trade-in receipt, or 
insurance transfer document) 
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Questions?  Call toll-free 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX or visit www.[URL].com. 

4 

Previously leased the vehicle 

 Your driver’s license or other government-issued photo identification 
 Proof of when your lease began (such as proof of first lease payment 

or lease agreement) 
 Proof of when your lease ended (such as a proof of final lease 

payment, lease termination agreement, or lease completion letter) 
*You may need to provide additional documentation in certain circumstances.  You will be notified if additional 
information is needed to complete your claim. 
 

VI.  CLAIM CERTIFICATION AND RELEASE 
 

I have received notice of the Settlement, and I submit this Claim Form under the terms of the Settlement.  I acknowledge 
that under the terms of the Settlement, I am bound by any Court judgment that may be entered in this lawsuit and, upon 
the Effective Date of the Settlement, will release claims against BMW of North America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren 
Werke Aktiengesellschaft as set forth in the Settlement Agreement.  I submit to the jurisdiction of the United States District 
Court for the District of New Jersey with regard to my claim and for purposes of enforcing the release of claims.  I 
acknowledge that all claims are subject to investigation, and any false claims may be subject to legal action.   
 
I certify under penalty of perjury that all of the foregoing information is true and correct. 
 
   
Signature of Claimant  Date 
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BMW X5 xDrive35d and 335D Settlement 
c/o Settlement Administrator 
[Address] 
 

LEGAL NOTICE BY ORDER OF THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 
A federal court authorized this notice. This is not a solicitation from a lawyer. 

PRE-SORTED 
FIRST-CLASS 

MAIL 
AUTO 

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID
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If you owned or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d 
vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval Date], you may be entitled to a cash payment from 
a proposed class action settlement. 
 
This notice is only a summary. It contains 
information about a class action settlement. More 
detailed information can be found at: 

www.___________.com  
Questions? Call X-XXX-XXX-XXXX. 

Check the website regularly for updates, 
including about the scope and terms of the 
Settlement Class and the Settlement. 

 
<MAILER ID> 
<IMB> 
<Name> 
<Address1> 
<Address2> 
<City>, <State> <Zip> 
<Country> 

What is this notice about? A proposed Settlement has been reached in a lawsuit filed against BMW 
of North America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft (collectively, the “BMW 
Defendants”). The lawsuit claimed that the BMW Defendants defrauded consumers by developing, 
advertising and selling model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicles 
that were equipped with so-called “defeat devices” that turned off or down emissions controls when 
the vehicles were in normal operation and not in a regulatory testing environment. The BMW 
Defendants deny these allegations. If approved by the Court, the Settlement resolves the case and 
provides benefits to Settlement Class Members who do not exclude themselves. 
 

Who is included? You may be a Settlement Class Member if you owned or leased a model year 
2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval 
Date].  You may be a Class Member and eligible to submit a claim for benefits even if you no longer 
own or lease a 2009-2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009-2011 BMW 335d.  
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What can I get if I owned or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–
2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval Date]?  The proposed Settlement 
creates a fund of $6 million to pay Cash Awards to Settlement Class Members, pay the costs of notice 
and administration of the Settlement, pay Class Counsel their fees and expenses for representing 
the Settlement Class, and pay Service Awards to the Named Plaintiff, all of which must be approved 
by the Court. Cash Awards will be pro rata shares of the Net Settlement Fund based on each 
Settlement Class Member’s respective length of ownership and/or lease of their Class Vehicle. To 
receive this benefit, you must submit a Claim Form at www._________.com. You can also 
download a paper Claim Form from the website or get one by calling the Claims 
Administrator at 1-___-___-___. The completed Claim Form must be submitted online by Month 
DD, 20YY, or by mail at the address below, postmarked by Month DD, 20YY. 

 
Rickman v. BMW of North America Settlement 

P.O. Box ___ 
[City], [State] ___-___ 

 
If you would instead prefer payment via Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle, you must provide 
by [Date 30 days post Effective Date] an election to receive the Cash Award by Venmo, 
PayPal, ACH, or Zelle. You can do so at www._________.com. If you have any questions about 
how to adjust your payment method or address, call X-XXX-XXX-XXXX or email 
info@________________.com.  
 

What are my options? If you owned or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d 
or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval Date], you can (1) 
submit a Claim Form and, if it is properly completed, receive a Cash Award, (2) submit a 
request by [Date 30 days post Effective Date] that your check be sent to a different address 

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 80 of 93 PageID: 8672



or via Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle, (3) exclude yourself by [Opt-Out and Objection Date], 
(4) object to the Settlement by [Opt-Out and Objection Date], or (5) do nothing.  
 
If you exclude yourself, you must do so with respect to all claims otherwise covered by this 
Settlement. You may not exclude yourself with respect to some but not all of these claims. If you do 
not exclude yourself, and the Court approves the Settlement, you will be bound by the Court’s orders 
and judgments and will release your claims against the BMW Defendants about issues in this case 
(including any that you have already initiated in any proceeding). For information on how to exclude 
yourself or object, visit www.__________.com or call X-XXX-XXX-XXXX.  
 

What information is needed from me to participate?  All of the information you must submit 
must be submitted on the Claim Form.  In addition to your contact information, you will need your 
VIN, the date you purchased or leased your model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–
2011 BMW 335d vehicle, and the date you sold or terminated your lease on your model year 2009–
2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle, as well as other supporting 
documentation noted on the Claim Form. 
What happens next?  The Court, located in Newark, New Jersey, will hold a hearing on [Fairness 
Hearing Date] at [Hearing Time] ET (or such other date as set by the Court) to decide whether 
to approve the Settlement, including how much to pay Class Counsel for their work in representing 
the Settlement Class and what Service Award, if any, should be given to the Named Plaintiffs. You 
may attend this hearing, but you do not have to. You or your attorney may ask permission to speak 
at the hearing at your own cost. The date and time of this hearing may change without further notice. 
Please check www.___________.com for updates. 
 

Who represents me? The Court has appointed Steve Berman of Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro LLP 
([address, 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX)), James E. Cecchi of Carella Byrne Cecchi Brody Agnell, P.C. ([address, 
1-XXX-XXX-XXXX)), and Christopher A. Seeger of Seeger Weiss LLP ([address, 1-XXX-XXX-XXXX)) 
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to represent you as Class Counsel. You will not be charged for these lawyers. If you want to be 
represented by your own lawyer, you may hire one at your own expense.  
How do I get more information? For more information, including the Mailed Notice, Claim Form, 
Motions for Approval of Attorneys’ Fees and Costs and Plaintiffs’ Service Awards and Settlement 
Agreement, call X-XXX-XXX-XXXX or visit www._____________.com. 
 

PLEASE DO NOT CONTACT THE COURT REGARDING THIS NOTICE. 

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 82 of 93 PageID: 8674



 
 
 

Exhibit D 

Case 2:18-cv-04363-EP-JBC   Document 287-1   Filed 11/17/23   Page 83 of 93 PageID: 8675



 
 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT  
FOR THE DISTRICT OF NEW JERSEY 

 

Questions? Call 1-___-___-____, or Visit www.__________.com 

If you purchased or leased a model year 
2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 

2009–2011 BMW 335d, you may be 
entitled to a cash payment from a class 

action settlement. 
SI DESEA RECIBIR ESTA NOTIFICACIÓN EN ESPAÑOL, LLÁMENOS O VISITE NUESTRA PÁGINA WEB  
A federal court has authorized this Notice.  This is not a solicitation from a lawyer.  Your legal 

rights are affected whether you act or do not act.  Please read this Notice carefully. 

All capitalized terms used in this Notice that are not otherwise defined herein shall have the 
meanings provided in the Class Action Settlement Agreement and Release dated October XX, 2023 

(the “Settlement Agreement”), which is at www.______________.com. 

 A $6 million Settlement has been reached in a class action lawsuit filed against BMW of North 
America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren Werke Aktiengesellschaft (collectively, “BMW” or the 
“BMW Defendants”).  The lawsuit claimed that BMW developd, advertised, and sold model year 
2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d and 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicles that were equipped with 
so-called “defeat devices” that turned off or down emissions controls when the vehicles were in 
normal operation and not in a regulatory testing environment.  BMW denies all allegations and 
settled this lawsuit to avoid further litigation.  The Court has not decided who is right. 

 If you purchased or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 
335d vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval Date], you may be eligible for a Cash Award.  
Cash Awards will be pro rata shares of the Net Settlement Fund based on each Settlement Class 
Member’s respective length of ownership and/or lease of their Class Vehicle.  You may be a Class 
Member even if you no longer own or lease a 2009-2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009-2011 
BMW 335d. 

 Your legal rights are affected whether or not you act. Please read this notice carefully. 

YOUR RIGHTS AND CHOICES DEADLINE 
Submit a Claim 
Form 

The only way to get a cash payment is to 
submit a Claim Form. 

Submit a Claim Form by: 
Month DD, 20YY 

Provide Your 
Preferred Form of 
Payment  

Submit a request that your Cash Award be 
paid via Venmo, PayPal, ACH, or Zelle at 
www.___________.com. 

Provide your Preferred Form of 
Payment by: 
Month DD, 2024 

Exclude Yourself 
(Opt Out) 

Get no Cash Award but keep any right to 
file your own lawsuit against the BMW 
Defendants about the legal claims in this 
case. 

Request Exclusion by: 
Month DD, 2024 
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 These rights and options—and the deadlines to exercise them—are explained in this Notice. 

 The Court in charge of this case still has to decide whether to approve the Settlement.  Cash 
payments will be sent if the Court approves the Settlement and after appeals are resolved.  Please be patient. 

 
 
 
BASIC INFORMATION  ......................................................................................................... PAGE ___ 
 1. Why should I read this Notice?  
 2. What is this lawsuit about?  
 3. What is a class action? 
 4. Why is there a Settlement? 
 
WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT ............................................................................................. PAGE ___ 
 5. Am I part of the Settlement?  
 6. What are the Class Vehicles? 
 
THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS — WHAT YOU GET .............................................................. PAGE ___ 

7. What does the Settlement provide? 
8. What can I get from the Settlement? 
 

HOW TO GET BENEFITS FROM THE SETTLEMENT ........................................................... PAGE ___ 
9. How can I get my Cash Award? 
10. When will I receive my Cash Award? 
11. What am I giving up to receive these Settlement benefits? 

 
THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU ................................................................................. PAGE ___ 
 12. Do I have lawyers in this case? 
 13. How will the lawyers be paid? 
 
YOUR RIGHTS — EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT .............................. PAGE ___ 
 14. How do I get out of the Settlement? 
 15. If I exclude myself, can I get anything from this Settlement?  
  
YOUR RIGHTS — OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT ......................................................... PAGE ___ 
 16. How do I tell the Court that I do not like the Settlement?  
 17. What is the difference between objecting and asking to be excluded?  
 
YOUR RIGHTS — APPEARING AT THE FAIRNESS HEARING ........................................... PAGE ___ 

Object 

Tell the Court why you do not like the 
Settlement.  If the Settlement is approved, 
you will still be bound by the Settlement, 
and you may still receive a Cash Award.  

File an Objection by: 
Month DD, 2024 

Attend A Hearing 

Ask to speak in Court about why you do 
not support the proposed Settlement or 
any of its provisions.  The Fairness 
Hearing is Month DD, 2024. 

File Notice of Appearance by: 
Month DD, 2024 

Do Nothing Get no cash payment. Give up legal rights.  

WHAT THIS NOTICE CONTAINS 
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 18. When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement?  
 19. Do I have to attend the Fairness Hearing?  
 20. May I speak at the Fairness Hearing? 
 21. What happens if I do nothing at all? 
 
GETTING MORE INFORMATION .......................................................................................... PAGE ___ 
 22. Are there more details about the Settlement? 
 23. How do I get more information? 
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BASIC INFORMATION 

1. Why should I read this Notice? 

A Court has preliminarily established, or “certified,” this case as a class action lawsuit for purposes 
of settlement.  

This Notice explains the class action lawsuit, the proposed Settlement, your legal rights, what benefits 
are available, who is eligible for the benefits, and how to get the benefits.  If you are a Settlement 
Class Member, you have legal rights and options before the Court decides whether to give final 
approval to the proposed Settlement.  This Notice explains all of these things.  For the precise terms 
and conditions of the Settlement, please review the Settlement Agreement, available at [website 
URL]. 

The Court in charge of this case is the United States District Court for the District of New Jersey. The 
lawsuit is known as Rickman v. BMW of North America, LLC, No. 2:18-cv-04363. 

2. What is this lawsuit about? 

This lawsuit asserts claims for fraudulent concealment and violations of various states’ consumer 
protection acts. 

The lawsuit alleges that the BMW Defendants defrauded consumers by developing, advertising and 
selling model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicles that were 
equipped with so-called “defeat devices” that turned off or down emissions controls when the 
vehicles were in normal operation and not in a regulatory testing environment.  The BMW 
Defendants deny all allegations.  The Court has not decided who is right. 

3. What is a class action? 

In a class action lawsuit, one or more persons or entities called named plaintiffs sue on behalf of other 
persons and entities that have similar claims.  The people and entities together are a “Settlement 
Class” or “Settlement Class Members.”  In this lawsuit, the people who sued are called the “Named 
Plaintiffs.”  The entities they are suing, BMW of North America, LLC and Bayerische Motoren 
Werke Aktiengesellschaft, are called the “BMW Defendants.”  One court resolves the issues for 
everyone in the Settlement Class, except for those people who choose to exclude themselves (opt out) 
from the Settlement Class. 

4. Why is there a Settlement? 

The Court has not decided in favor of the Named Plaintiffs or the BMW Defendants.  Instead, both 
sides agreed to a Settlement.  By agreeing to settle, both sides avoid the cost and risk of a trial, and 
all Settlement Class Members who do not opt-out and who complete a Valid Claim Form will receive 
a Cash Award.  The Named Plaintiffs and Class Counsel believe the Settlement is best for the 
Settlement Class and represents a fair, reasonable and adequate resolution of the lawsuit. 

The BMW Defendants deny the claims in the lawsuit; deny all allegations of wrongdoing, fault, 
liability or damage to the Named Plaintiffs and the Settlement Class; and deny that they acted 
improperly or wrongfully in any way.  The BMW Defendants nevertheless recognize the expense and 
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time that would be required to defend the lawsuit through trial and have taken this into account in 
agreeing to this Settlement. 

WHO IS IN THE SETTLEMENT? 
To see if you are eligible for benefits, you first have to determine if you are a Settlement Class Member. 

5. Am I part of the Settlement? 

You are a Settlement Class Member if you purchased or leased a model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 
xDrive35d or 2009–2011 BMW 335d vehicle on or before [Preliminary Approval Date]. 

Excluded from the Settlement are: (i) the BMW Defendants and their officers, directors, and 
employees; and the BMW Defendants’ corporate affiliates and corporate affiliates’ officers, directors, 
and employees; (ii) Class Counsel; (iii) the judges who have presided over the Action; (iv) Persons 
who have settled with, released, or otherwise had claims dismissed with prejudice or had claims 
adjudicated on the merits against the BMW Defendants arising from the same allegations or 
circumstances as the Action; and (v) all other persons who have timely elected to become Opt-Outs 
from the Settlement Class in accordance with the Court’s Orders and as approved by the Court. 

If you are unsure whether you are included, you can call or email the Settlement Administrator at 1-
___-___-____ or [email address].  [Settlement Administrator Name] is the Settlement Administrator 
for the Settlement. 

6. What are the Class Vehicles? 

The “Class Vehicles” are model year 2009–2013 BMW X5 xDrive35d and model year 2009–2011 
BMW 335d vehicles. 

THE SETTLEMENT BENEFITS – WHAT YOU GET 
7. What does the Settlement provide? 

The $6 million Settlement Amount will provide Cash Awards to all Settlement Class Members. 
Notice and Administrative Costs, Attorneys’ Fees and Costs, Service Awards to the Named Plaintiffs, 
Taxes and Tax Expenses will also be paid out of the Settlement Amount, if approved by the Court. 

8. What can I get from the Settlement? 

Cash Award: If you are a Settlement Class Member and you submit a Valid Claim Form with any 
necessary supporting documentation, you are eligible to receive a Cash Award.  Your Cash Award 
will be a pro rata share of the Net Settlement Fund based on each Settlement Class Member’s 
respective length of ownership and/or lease of their Class Vehicle. 

If any unclaimed funds remain in the Net Settlement Fund after the initial Cash Awards are 
distributed, there shall be a second round of distributions to Settlement Class Members who cashed 
their checks or successfully received an electronic payment via the first distribution of Cash Awards.  
To the extent funds remain unclaimed after the Second Distribution, additional distributions will be 
made to Settlement Class Members who cashed their initial checks in the same manner.  If Class 
Counsel, the BMW Defendants and the Settlement Administrator determine that any re-distribution 
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is not cost effective, upon approval by the Court any amount remaining in the Settlement Fund will 
be distributed to recipient(s) agreed upon by the Parties and reported to the Court.   

Claims are limited to one Claim Form for each Class Vehicle owned or leased by a Settlement 
Class Member. 
 

HOW TO GET BENEFITS FROM THE SETTLEMENT 
9. How can I get my Cash Award? 

If you are a Settlement Class Member, you must fill out and submit a Claim Form and any supporting 
documentation to qualify for a Cash Award. You can file your Claim at [website URL].  You can also 
download a paper Claim Form from the website or get one by calling the Claims Administrator at 1-
___-___-___. The completed Claim Form must be submitted online by Month DD, 20YY, or by mail 
at the address below, postmarked by Month DD, 20YY. 

Rickman v. BMW of North America Settlement 

P.O. Box ___ 

[City], [State] ___-___ 

Upon receiving a completed Claim Form, the Claims Administrator will review the documentation 
and confirm or deny your eligibility for a cash payment. 
 
10.  When will I receive my Cash Award? 

The Court will hold a hearing on Month DD, 2024, at _:__ _.m. (which is subject to change), to 
decide whether to finally approve the Settlement.  Even if the Court finally approves the Settlement, 
there may be appeals.  The appeal process can take time, perhaps more than a year.  You will not 
receive a cash payment until any appeals are resolved.  Please be patient. 

11.  What am I giving up to receive these Settlement benefits? 

Unless you exclude yourself (“opt out”) from the Settlement Class by timely submitting a request for 
exclusion from the Settlement Class, you will remain in the Settlement Class, and that means you 
cannot sue, continue to sue or be part of any other lawsuit against the BMW Defendants about the 
claims in this case.  It also means that all of the Court’s orders will apply to you and legally bind you.  
The Release is defined and detailed in the Settlement Agreement, which is available at [website 
address].  

THE LAWYERS REPRESENTING YOU 
12.  Do I have lawyers in this case? 

The Court has appointed attorneys from the law firms Hagens Berman Sobol Shapiro, LLP, Carella 
Byrne Cecchi Brody Agnell, P.C. and Seeger Weiss LLP to represent you and the other Settlement 
Class Members.  The lawyers are called Class Counsel.  They are experienced in handling similar 
class action cases.  You will not be charged for these lawyers.  If you want to be represented by your 
own lawyer, you may hire one at your own expense. 
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You may contact Class Counsel if you have any questions about this Notice or the Settlement.  Please 
do not contact the Court. 

Steve Berman 
HAGENS BERMAN SOBOL SHAPIRO, 

LLP 
1301 2nd Avenue, Suite 2000 

Seattle, WA 98101 
Tel: 206-623-7292 

Email: Steve@hbsslaw.com> 

James E. Cecchi 
CARELLA BYRNE CECCHI 
BRODY AGNELL, P.C. 
5 BECKER FARM ROAD 
ROSELAND, NJ 07068 
Tel:  973-994-1700 
Email:   
jcecchi@carellabyrne.com  

Christopher A. Seeger 
SEEGER WEISS LLP 

55 Challenger road, Sixth Floor 
Ridgefield Park, NJ 07660 

Tel: 973-679-9100 
Email: cseeger@seegerweiss.com  

 
 
 
 

13.  How will the lawyers be paid? 

Class Counsel will ask the Court for an award of attorneys’ fees up to one-third (1/3) ($2 million) of 
the $6 million Settlement Fund, and in addition to fees, seek reimbursement of litigation costs plus 
reasonable costs incurred through the Effective Date to not exceed $1,000,000.  Any award of 
attorneys’ fees and costs will be paid from the Settlement Amount.  Class Counsel will also ask the 
Court for Service Awards of $5,000 for each of the Named Plaintiffs.  The purpose of the Service 
Awards is to compensate the Named Plaintiffs for their time, efforts, and risks taken on behalf of the 
Settlement Class.  Any Service Award payment to the Named Plaintiffs will be paid from the 
Settlement Amount.  The Court may award less than these amounts.  Class Counsel’s Motion for 
Attorneys’ Fees and Costs will be available at [website address] once it has been filed. 

YOUR RIGHTS – EXCLUDING YOURSELF FROM THE SETTLEMENT 
If you do not want a Cash Award, and want to keep the right to sue or continue to sue the BMW 
Defendants on your own about the legal issues in this case, then you must take steps to exclude 
yourself from the Settlement (get out of the Settlement).  This is called “excluding yourself”—or is 
sometimes referred to as “opting out” of the settlement class. 

14.  How do I get out of the Settlement? 

To exclude yourself from the Settlement, you must send a written “request for exclusion” that 
includes the following: 

 Your name;  

 Your address; 

 Your telephone number; 

 Your personal signature;  

 The VIN of your Class Vehicle; 

 A statement as to whether the you own/owned or lease/leased the Class Vehicle and the 
beginning and end dates (if applicable) of your ownership or lease of the Class Vehicle; and 

 A statement that indicates a desire to exclude yourself from the Settlement Class.  

Your request for exclusion must be mailed via U.S. Mail, postmarked by Month DD, 20YY, to: 
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[Settlement Administrator Address] 

Only individual requests for exclusion are allowed.  “Mass” or “class” requests for exclusion are not 
allowed according to the terms of the Settlement. 

If you do not follow these procedures and deadlines, you will remain a Settlement Class Member and 
lose any opportunity to exclude yourself from the Settlement.  This means that your rights will be 
determined in this lawsuit by the Settlement Agreement if it receives final approval from the Court. 

15.  If I exclude myself, can I get anything from this Settlement? 

No.  If you exclude yourself, you cannot receive a Cash Award.  However, you may sue, continue to 
sue, or be part of a different lawsuit against the BMW Defendants. 

 

YOUR RIGHTS – OBJECTING TO THE SETTLEMENT 
You can tell the Court that you do not agree with the Settlement or some part of it. 

16.  How do I tell the Court that I do not like the Settlement? 

If you are a Settlement Class Member, you can object to the Settlement if you do not like any part of 
it.  You can give reasons why you think the Court should not approve it.  The Court will consider 
your views.  You cannot ask the Court for a different Settlement; the Court can only approve or reject 
the Settlement.  If the Court denies approval of the Settlement, no Cash Awards will be sent out, and 
the lawsuit will continue.   

To object, you must file a written objection, which includes the following information: 

 Your name, address, and telephone number; 

 A statement of whether you are represented by counsel and if so, the name and contact 
information for your counsel; 

 The VIN of your Class Vehicle; 

 A statement as to whether the you own/owned or lease/leased the Class Vehicle and the 
beginning and end dates (if applicable) of your ownership or lease of the Class Vehicle; 

 A detailed written statement of each objection asserted, including the grounds for objection, 
any legal authority in support of such objection and reasons for appearing and being heard; 

 Any copies of any papers, briefs, declarations, affidavits or other documents upon which the 
objection is based; 

 A statement indicating whether you intend to appear at the Fairness Hearing (either personally 
or through counsel who files an appearance with the Court in accordance with the Local 
Rules), and a list of all persons, if any, who will be called to testify in support of the objection; 

 A list of all cases in which you or your counsel filed an objection or in any way participated 
— financially or otherwise — in objecting to a class settlement during the preceding five 
years; and 
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 Your actual written or electronic signature as the objector in addition to the signature of your 
attorney (if any).  An attorney’s signature alone shall not be deemed sufficient to satisfy this 
requirement. 

Your objection must be submitted to the Court either by mailing to the [Clerk] for the United State 
District Court for the District of New Jersey, 50 Walnut Street Room 4015 
Newark, NJ 07101, or electronically by ECF on the docket for this case.   

 

Your objection must also be served by mail or hand delivery, including all papers or evidence in 
support thereof, upon the Settlement Administrator, Class Counsel and Counsel for the BMW 
Defendants, at the addresses below by Month DD, 2024: 

[Addresses] 

If you file a timely objection, it will be considered by the Court at the Fairness Hearing.  You do not 
need to attend the Fairness Hearing for the Court to consider your objection. 

17.  What is the difference between objecting and asking to be excluded? 

Objecting is telling the Court that you do not like something about the Settlement and do not want 
the Court to approve the Settlement.  You can object only if you stay in the Settlement Class.  
Excluding yourself is telling the Court that you do not want to be part of the Settlement Class.  If you 
exclude yourself, you have no basis to object because you are no longer part of the case. 

YOUR RIGHTS – APPEARING AT THE FAIRNESS HEARING 

 

18.  When and where will the Court decide whether to approve the Settlement? 

The Court will hold a “Fairness Hearing” to decide whether to approve the Settlement.  You may 
attend and you may ask to speak, but you do not have to. 

The Court will hold a Fairness Hearing at _:__ _.m. on Month XX, 2024, at the United States District 
Court for the District of New Jersey, 50 Walnut Street, Newark, New Jersey 07102, in Courtroom 
MLK 4C. 

At the hearing, the Court will hear any comments, objections, and arguments concerning the fairness 
of the proposed Settlement, including the amount requested by Class Counsel for attorneys’ fees and 
expenses.  If there are objections, the Court will consider them.  You do not need to attend this 
hearing.  You also do not need to attend to have a comment or objection considered by the Court.  
After the hearing, the Court will decide whether to approve the Settlement.  We do not know how 
long these decisions will take. 

Note: The date and time of the Fairness Hearing are subject to change by Court Order.  Any change 
will be posted [website address].  You should check the website to confirm that the date and/or time 
have not changed. 

19.  Do I have to attend the Fairness Hearing? 

No.  Class Counsel will answer all questions the Judge may have about why the Settlement should be 
approved and all claims paid.  However, you are welcome to attend the hearing at your own expense.  
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If you submit an objection, you do not have to attend the hearing to talk about your objection.  As 
long as you postmarked your written objection by the deadline, the Judge will consider it.  You may 
also pay your own lawyer to attend, but it is not necessary.  

20.  May I speak at the Fairness Hearing? 

If you wish to appear at the Fairness Hearing and orally present your objection to the Court, your 
written objection must include your statement of intent to appear at the Fairness Hearing. 

YOUR RIGHTS – DO NOTHING 
21.  What happens if I do nothing at all? 

If you fit the Settlement Class definition described above and do nothing, you will be part of the 
Settlement Class, but you will not get a Cash Award from the Settlement. Unless you request to 
exclude yourself from the Settlement, you will not be permitted to continue to assert claims about the 
issues in this case or subject to the Release in any other lawsuit against the BMW Defendants ever 
again. 

GETTING MORE INFORMATION 
22.  Are there more details about the Settlement? 

This Notice summarizes the proposed Settlement.  More details are in the Settlement Agreement.  
You can get a copy of the Settlement Agreement at [website address], or by contacting Class Counsel 
(see contact information in Question 12).  

23.  How do I get more information? 

You can call toll-free 1-___-___-____, write to [physical address]; or go to [website address], where 
you will find answers to common questions about the Settlement, motions for approval of the 
Settlement and Class Counsel’s request for attorneys’ fees and expenses (once it is filed), and other 
important documents in the case. 

You may also contact Class Counsel. 

PLEASE DO NOT TELEPHONE THE COURT OR THE COURT’S CLERK OFFICE TO 
INQUIRE ABOUT THIS SETTLEMENT 
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